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Dear Jaguar Parents, 

Hello! Welcome to the 2020-21 Aprende Jaguar’s Basketball Season. My name is Jeremy Dittrich I am the 

Varsity Coach this year and we will not have a JV team this year. I am an off campus coach.  I have coached 

boys and girls basketball at Centennial 5 years (2007-2012) and also Akimal girl’s basketball coach for 5 years 

(2015-2020) and at Akimal A-el 2019-2020.  I also coached boys JV and Varsity at Aprende 2016-2018. I have 

10 years of coaching experience in the Kyrene district and 5 outside of the school district.  The purpose of this 

letter is to inform you of the goals, objectives, procedures, and requirements that have been set forth by the 

district, school, and coaches for the upcoming tryouts and basketball season. 

At the beginning of the school year, each student received a copy of the Student Handbook.  Within it is a 

section pertaining to Middle School Athletics (pgs. 10-13). This section outlines all of the athletic policies, 

requirements, and procedures.  I urge you to familiarize yourself with the section and become better acquainted 

with its contents.  I have included five topics from the handbook which I feel are essential for you to understand 

before tryouts begin.  

Online Family Handbook  

Kyrene Return to Athletics Plan 

Cutting Procedures: 

We wish that there were enough uniforms, supervision, and playing time to accommodate ALL students 

who try-out for the team.  The sad truth is that there is not, and cuts have to be made.  Cutting a student 

is as tough for the coaches as it is for the players.  We don’t look forward to this particular aspect of 

coaching but are determined to make it as painless as possible.  All cuts will be done in a personal and 

positive manner (posted to the website).  Players will be seen a minimum of 2 days.  We will discuss, 

with the players, their strengths and weaknesses via skills and readiness for the game (at a scheduled 

time) if cut.  Discussions will be private, personal, positive, and in as much detail as the student deems 

necessary. 

 

Eligibility Requirements: 

https://www.kyrene.org/cms/lib/AZ01001083/Centricity/Domain/540/Family%20Handbook%20FINAL%202020-21-8-24.pdf
https://www.kyrene.org/cms/lib/AZ01001083/Centricity/Domain/540/2020_21%20KAP%20Return%20to%20Athletics%20handbook%2010_1_20.pdf


These requirements are clearly outlined in the handbook.  The forms your son received should cover a 

Physical Exam, Mild Traumatic Brain Injury/Concussion, registration info (online @ Kyrene.org) on 

signing your son up for athletics and filling out pertinent info.  Another requirement of eligibility 

concerns behavior and performance in the classroom.  Please understand that school sports revolve 

around an educational setting, and we strongly feel that ACADEMICS should be the top priority 

of the student.  

Practice Schedule: 

Practice is scheduled daily (Monday to Friday) unless otherwise notified.  Varsity will practice 

immediately following school 3:00-5:00pm.  Re-schedules and cancellations will be announced as early 

as possible.  Please note the requirements of the parents concerning student pick-up on page 12 of 

the handbook. BE ON TIME TO PICK UP STUDENTS. 

Discipline Procedures and Requirements: 

Each participant is a student FIRST and a player second.  Whether in the classroom, on or off the court, the 

student is a representative of the school and team and should conduct himself accordingly.  Standards for this, is 

outlined clearly in the handbook and are the responsibility of the student. 

Season Schedule: 

The schedule (also @ Kyrene.org) will be distributed at the conclusion of try-outs.  Games begin @ 4pm on 

Mondays, and 4:00pm on Wednesdays.  Transportation will be provided ONLY to games and not from.  

Tournament games have separate schedules that will be provided separately. Transportation is provided by 

parents unless otherwise notified.  

Tryouts begin Monday November 16th, and go through Thursday November 19th, 3:00pm – 5:00pm in gym. Players 

will be seen a minimum of 2 days.  Parent Meeting will take place Monday Nov 23rd via zoom @ 5pm. I will send the 

link out to the parents when it is time for those that made the team.  Again, I urge you to familiarize yourself with the 

contents of this letter and the handbook regarding athletics. Attached to this (may be separate) should be an Observation 

Form and an outline of try-out expectations.  We are eager to get the season underway and look forward to the challenges 

the season will bring.  Please contact me via email (preferably) jdittrich@kyrene.org or phone 480-541-3277 with any 

questions you may have. 

 

Sincerely, 

Coach Dittrich 

 


