
Political Platforms: Republicans and Democrats 
 

Republicans: Democrats: 
Taxation- Tend to be more in favor of “flat” 
income taxes, and a reduction of taxes across 
the board. However, most cuts have been 
weighted for the wealthy and industry as part of 
supply-side theories. 
 
Immigration- Tend to oppose amnesty for 
“illegal immigrants” with the belief that doing 
so would only embolden them. Finish the wall!  
 
American Exceptionalism- Belief that America 
is “unlike any other nation on earth”, because of 
it’s historic and symbolic role as a unique place 
of liberty and exemplary govt. 
 
Defense spending- Have made a strong military 
a top priority. A large, well-equipped military is 
crucial. Should provide for military families. 
 
 
Healthcare- Against publicly funded 
healthcare. Have a strong conviction that it’s 
NOT a human right and that private industry is 
a better option as it gives more choice and 
competition. 
 
Banking regulation- Given laissez-faire 
leanings, tend to be against heavy regulation but 
agree that some regulation is necessary. 
 
 
Education- In general, Republicans want more 
choices in education. This could look like 
vouchers for private or charter schools, more 
access to homeschooling, and student transfers.  
 
Social values- Are known for wanting to 
uphold traditional values. Want government 
intervention to stem abortion, as well as to 
revoke gay marriage. Strongly associated with 
religious fundamentalism. 
 
Gun Control- Want less firearm restrictions. 
Belief in much flexibility of the 2nd amendment. 
 
Social Welfare- In general, want less federal 
interference in a “failed” system, rather greater 
partnerships with charitable organizations.  

Taxation- The general argument is support for a 
system that would raise taxes on the wealthy and 
businesses. They tend to advocate for a reduction 
of “regressive” taxes and belief in demand-side 
(Keynesian) economics.  
 
Immigration- Want to see reform that would help 
“undocumented persons” become productive 
citizens. Tend to take a softer path on the issue. 
 
American Exceptionalism- In general, 
acknowledges grave wrongdoings of the past and 
tends to be focused on becoming more 
multilateral in organizations like NATO. 
 
Defense Spending- Not as much in favor of 
money on defense. In theory Dems have held that 
our military should be scaled back, yet in 
practice, not always true. 
 
Healthcare- Support the idea that healthcare is a 
human right and should be accessible to all 
citizens. A major driving force in this should be a 
subsidy provided by the government. 
 
 
Banking regulation- Must regulate the economy, 
which includes banks. Want more options 
available to people who can’t afford traditional 
loans- such as those earning low income. 
 
Education- Would argue that public education is 
underfunded and that there is a vast chasm 
between schools of wealthier areas and those in 
poverty. Strong partners of teachers’ unions. 
 
Social Values- Consider themselves progressive. 
Believe the civil rights movement has not yet 
been realized for marginalized Americans. They 
reject many of the values of yesteryear & believe 
more in cultural relativism than absolutes. 
 
Gun Control- Want more firearm restrictions. 
Don’t agree with organizations such as the NRA. 
 
Social Welfare- In contrast, TANF and other 
federal programs should be continued to reduce 
poverty. Those in poverty are not responsible! 



 


