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CAPÍTULO PUENTE 
Gramática 

 
CP.1  SUBJECT PRONOUNS:  SINGULAR AND PLURAL FORMS 

     Referring to People 

Subject pronouns are used to talk to and about other people.  In Spanish, the subject pronouns 
have the following forms: 

Subject Pronouns 

Singular Plural 
 

 
yo 

 
 

tú 
usted 

 
él 

ella 

 
I 
 
 

you (familiar) 
you (formal) 

 
he, it 
she, it 

 
nosotros 
nosotras 

 
vosotros(as) 

ustedes 
 

ellos 
ellas 

 

 
we (masculine) 
we (feminine) 

 
you (fam. pl. in Spain) 

you (plural) 
 

they (masculine) 
they (feminine) 

 

 

 

CP.2  GENDER OF NOUNS 

You have learned that a noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, event, or concept.  
You also learned that in Spanish, all nouns have gender; they are either masculine or feminine.  
Most nouns that end in –o are masculine, and most nouns that end in –a are feminine. 

 The gender of nouns that do not end in –o or –a must be learned as you learn their 
meaning.   

 

Masculine Nouns Feminine Nouns 

el papel 
el borrador 

la clase 
la capital 

 
 

 Most nouns that refer to male people or animals are masculine; most nouns that refer to 
female people or animals are feminine. 

 

Masculine Nouns Feminine Nouns 

el amigo                 (male) friend 
el chico                   boy 
el profesor              (male) teacher 
el director               (male) principal 
el papá                   dad 
el señor                  Mr. 

la amiga                 (female) friend 
la chica                   girl 
la profesora            (female) teacher 
la directora             (female) principal 
la mamá                  mom 
la señora                 Mrs.   
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 Some nouns can be either masculine or feminine.  Their ending does not change to 
indicate male or female.  The article before it tells gender.   

 
el estudiante     la estudiante 
(male student)     (female student) 

 

CP.3  ADJECTIVES 
   Used to Describe 

 
Adjectives are words that describe nouns.  For example, in the sentence Anita es alta (Anita is 
tall), alta is an adjective because it describes Anita.  Other examples are: 
  

Daniel es delgado.     Daniel is thin. 
  Tú eres simpática.     You are nice. 
  Soy estudioso.      I am studious. 

 
In Spanish, an adjective that describes a masculine noun must also be masculine.  Also, an 
adjective that describes a feminine noun must also be feminine. 
 

 In order to make adjectives masculine or feminine, you may have to change the ending.   

 Like nouns, most adjectives in Spanish have a masculine ending –o and a feminine 
ending –a.    

Adjective Endings 

Masculine                     -o                     estudioso 
Feminine                       -a                    estudiosa 

 
 Other adjectives that don’t end in –o or –a, have only one ending for both masculine 

and feminine nouns.  These adjectives end in –e or in a consonant.   
 

CP.4   ADJECTIVES:  SINGULAR AND PLURAL FORMS 
Used to Describe People and Things 

 
Adjectives, like nouns, have both singular and plural forms. 

 

Formation of Plural Adjectives 
If the singular form of an adjective ends in a vowel, add –s. 

 
                   SINGULAR                                                       PLURAL 
                      bueno                                                             buenos 
               perfeccionista                                                perfeccionistas 
                       grande                                                           grandes 
 

If the singular form of an adjective ends in a consonant, add –es. 
   

                   SINGULAR                                                     PLURAL 
                           popular                                                      populares 
                           fatal                                                           fatales 
                           azul                                                            azules 
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 In Spanish, adjectives must agree in number (singular / plural) and in gender  
(masculine / feminine) with the noun they modify.  Unlike English, adjectives usually 
follow the noun. 

 
Él es mi profesor favorito.                          He is my favorite teacher. 
Las clases son estupendas.                      The classes are fabulous. 
 

 When one adjective describes two or more nouns, one of which is masculine, the 
masculine plural, or co-ed form of the adjective is used.  

 
La profesora y el director son altos.  

 

 Words ending in –ista can be either masculine or feminine, but will always end in ista. 
‘ista’ in Spanish is the equivalent of ‘ist’ in English.  Perfeccionista = perfectionist.  

 

 

CP.5  THE VERB SER 

The forms of the verb ser (to be) are as follows: 

Ser - to be 

yo soy 
 

tú eres 
usted es 

 
él, ella es 

nosotros(as) somos 
 

vosotros(as) sois 
                         ustedes son 

 
ellos,  ellas son 

 

 

 Ser is used in the following ways: 

To describe physical characteristics and personality traits. 

 Luis es alto y guapo.    Luis is tall and good-looking. 

 Él es muy modesto.    He is very modest. 

 Tú eres interesante.    You are interesting. 

To tell where someone is from. 

 Yo soy de Phoenix.    I am from Phoenix. 

 Usted es de Miami.     You are from Miami. 

 Ella es de México.     She is from Mexico. 

To identify someone or something. 

 Silvia es la nueva chica.    Silvia is the new girl. 

 Es una escuela grande.    It’s a large school. 

 ¿Eres tú el amigo de Ricardo?  Are you Ricardo’s friend? 
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CP.6  THE VERB ESTAR 
 
Spanish has two verbs that mean to be.  You have already learned the verb ser and some of 
the rules of when to use the forms of ser.   The verb estar also means to be.  It has forms 
different from the verb ser and there are rules as to when you will use the verb estar.   
 
The verb estar (to be) has the following forms: 
 

Estar      -      to be 

yo estoy 
 

tú estás 
 

usted está 
el,  ella está 

nosotros(as) estamos 
 

vosotros(as) estáis 
 

ustedes están 
ellos,  ellas están 

 

 

 The verb estar is used in greetings. 
 

¿Cómo está usted?  How are you? 
¿Estás bien?   Are you OK ( well)?  
Sí, estoy bien.   Yes, I’m fine. 
 

 Estar is used with adjectives to describe people’s emotional and physical condition (how one 
feels).   

Paquito está muy contento.  Paquito is very happy. 
Estoy enojada.     I’m angry (female speaking). 
¿Están tristes ustedes?   Are you all sad? 
Sí, estamos tristes.     We are sad. 
¿Estás preocupada?    Are you worried? 
Sí, estoy preocupada.   Yes, I’m worried. 
Ellos están cansados.   They are tired. 

 

 Estar is also used to tell the location of people and things. 
 

¿Dónde está Lima?    Where is Lima? 
Está en sudamérica.    It’s in South America. 
Pedro está en la biblioteca.  Pedro is in the library. 
Los libros están en la mesa.  The books are on the table. 
Ustedes están en México.   You all are in Mexico. 
 

 

CP.7  ESTAR WITH ADJECTIVES 

You have been using the verb estar to tell where people and things are located. 

  Colombia está en sudamérica.  Colombia is in South America. 
  Elena está en el gimnasio.   Elena is in the gymnasium.   
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You have also used estar to talk about how someone is doing. 
 

  ¿Cómo está usted?    How are you? 
 

 Estar is also used with an adjective to describe people’s emotional and physical condition.  
 
Paco está muy contento.   Paco is very happy. 
Estoy furiosa.      I am furious. 
¿Estás triste?      Are you sad? 
 

 Estar can also be used to describe tastes or appearances or to tell how something “seems” 
        to the speaker. 
   
   La comida está rica.    The food is delicious. 
  ¡Estás muy elegante!    You look (literally means you are) very elegant!  
 
Some adjectives frequently used with estar are: 
  aburrido(a)   bored 
  cansado(a)   tired 
  contento(a)   happy 
  delicioso(a)   delicious 
  emocionado(a)  excited   
  furioso(a)    furious 
  listo(a)    ready 
  nervioso(a)   nervous 
  ocupado(a)   busy 
  preocupado(a)   worried 
  rico(a)    delicious (food) 
  tranquilo(a)   calm 
  triste     sad 

 

 
CP.8   THE VERB TENER 

Used to talk about possessions and obligations 
 

The verb tener (to have) has the following forms: 
 

Tener - to have 

yo tengo 
 

tú tienes 
usted tiene 

 
él, ella tiene 

nosotros(as) tenenmos 
 

vosotros(as) tenéis 
                         ustedes tienen 

 
ellos,  ellas tienen 

 
 

The verb tener is used to talk about the things you have (nouns). 
 

¿Tienen ustedes el video?    Do you have the video? 
Tengo matemáticas a las nueve.     I have math at 9:00. 
No tenemos clase hoy.     We don’t have class today. 
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CP.9  PRESENT TENSE OF REGULAR  -AR VERBS 
 
Infinitives in Spanish end in -ar, -er, or -ir.  To tell who performs an action, you must conjugate 
the infinitive.  This means that you replace the infinitive ending with the ending corresponding 
to the subject. The following chart gives a sample conjugation for a regular -ar verb in the present 
tense. 
 

Hablar - To talk, to speak 

yo hablo 
 

tú hablas 
usted habla 

 
él, ella habla 

nosotros(as) hablamos 
 

vosotros(as) habláis 
                         ustedes hablan 

 
ellos,  ellas hablan 

 

 
Estudiamos juntos.     We study together. 
Cantas muy bien.     You sing very well. 
Ellos bailan en las fiestas.   They dance at the parties. 
 
 
 

  

CP.10  PRESENT TENSE OF REGULAR  -ER VERBS 
 
You have learned how to conjugate regular -ar verbs in the present tense.  Regular -er verb 
conjugations are very similar.  The following chart gives a sample conjugation for a regular -er verb 
in the present tense. 
 

Correr - To run 

yo corro 
 

tú corres 
usted corre 

 
él, ella corre 

nosotros(as) corremos 
 

vosotros(as) corréis 
                         ustedes corren 

 
ellos,  ellas corren 

 

 
Comemos en la cafetería todos los días.  We eat in the cafeteria everyday. 
Bebo refrescos por la tarde.       I drink soft drinks in the afternoon. 
¿Lees mucho?       Do you read a lot? 
Los alumnos aprenden mucho en esta clase. Students learn a lot in this class. 
¿Comprenden ellos la lección?    Do they understand the lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

 

CP.11 PRESENT TENSE OF REGULAR  -IR VERBS 
 
You have learned how to conjugate regular -er verbs in the present tense.  Regular -ir verb 
conjugations are very similar to regular -er verbs.  The only differences are the endings of the 
nosotros(as) and vosotros(as) forms.  The following chart gives a sample conjugation for a regular 
-ir verb in the present tense. 
 

 

Escribir - To write 

yo escribo 
 

tú escribes 
usted escribe 

 
él, ella escribe 

nosotros(as) escribimos 
 

vosotros(as) escribís 
                         ustedes escriben 

 
ellos,  ellas escriben 

 

 
Vivimos en Phoenix, Arizona.     We live in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Mi amiga escribe muchas cartas.    My friend writes a lot of letters. 
Ellos reciben muchos consejos de su papá.  They receive a lot of advice from their dad. 

 
Because Spanish does not use the verbs to be and to do as helping verbs, the present tense of 
any Spanish verb has three possible English equivalents: 
 
           I run in the park. 
  Corro en el parque.     I am running in the park. 
           I do run in the park. 
 
 

CP.12  THE VERB QUERER  

Querer (to want) belongs to a group of verbs called stem-changing verbs e-ie. 
In this group of verbs, the e in the stem becomes ie in all but the nosotros and vosotros forms 
in the present tense.  Look at the chart below: 

 

Querer - to want 

yo quiero 
 

tú quieres 
usted quiere 

 
él, ella quiere 

nosotros(as) queremos 
 

vosotros(as) queréis 
                         ustedes quieren 

 
ellos,  ellas quieren 

 

 

 The verb querer may be followed by an infinitive. 

Ellos quieren ser profesores.   They want to be teachers. 
Mi amiga quiere ir.     My friend wants to go. 
Susana y yo queremos correr.  Susana and I want to run. 
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CP.13 THE VERB IR AND IR A + INFINITIVE 
 

The verb ir (to go) is irregular.  It never stands alone - it will always be accompanied by a 
preposition - most often “a”.  It has the following forms: 
 

Ir - to go 

yo voy 
 

tú vas 
usted va 

 
él, ella va 

nosotros(as) vamos 
 

vosotros(as) vais 
                         ustedes van 

 
ellos,  ellas van 

 

 

 To talk about what you are going to do, you can use: 
 
 
 
 

¿Qué vas a hacer?     What are you going to do? 
Voy a limpiar la casa.    I’m going to clean the house. 
Ellos van a jugar fútbol.    They are going to play soccer. 

 

 

CP.14  IR A + Place 
      Used to Talk about Destination 

 
You have learned that ir a is used with an infinitive to talk about what you are going to do. 

Vamos a correr por la tarde.     We are going to run in the afternoon. 
 
Ir a is also used to talk about where you are going.   
 

 
 
 
 

Voy a mi clase de baile.   I am going to my dance class. 
Elena va a la cafetería.   Elena is going to the cafeteria. 
¿Vamos a la biblioteca hoy?    Are we going to the library today? 

 

 Note that when a is followed by el, the contraction al is formed. 
 
 
 
 

Mi familia va al parque los domingos. My family goes to the park on Sundays. 
¿Vas al gimnasio hoy?    Are you going to the gym? 
¿Qué tal si vamos al cine?   How about if we go to the movies? 

 

 Vamos, the nosotros form, can also mean let’s. 
Vamos a alquilar un video.  Let’s rent a video. 
 

ir + a + infinitive 

ir + a + place 

a + el = al 
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CP.15  THE VERBS GUSTAR AND ENCANTAR 
Used to Express Likes and Dislikes 
 
The verb gustar (to like) is used to express likes and dislikes.  It is always preceded by me, te, le, 
nos, os or les to state that it is pleasing to me, to you, to you (formal), to him, or to her.  
 

 Remember that the forms never use yo, tú, usted, él, ella, etc. as a subject.   
 

¿A tí te gustan tus clases?   Literal Translation: To you are your classes pleasing? 
Sí, a mí me gustan.    Literal Translation: Yes, to me they are pleasing. 
A nosotros nos encanta bailar.  Literal Translation: To us to dance is very pleasing. 
A ellos les gusta el tenis.   Literal Translation: To them tennis is pleasing. 
A ustedes les encantan los deportes. Literal Translation: To you (pl.) sports are very pleasing. 
 

Gustar - to be pleasing to (to like) 

 
to me 

 
to you 

 
 

to him 
to her 
to it 

 
(a mí)             (no) me gusta(n) 

 
(a ti)                (no) te gusta(n) 
(a usted)         (no) le gusta(n) 

 
(a él)               (no) le gusta(n) 
(a ella)             (no) le gusta(n) 
                        (no) le gusta(n) 

 
to us 

 
to y’all 

to you (pl.) 
 

to them 

 
(a nosotros/as)  (no) nos gusta(n) 
 
(a vosotros/as)  (no) os gusta(n) 
(a ustedes)        (no) les gusta(n) 
 
(a ellos)              (no) les gusta(n) 
(a ellas)              (no) les gusta(n) 
 

 

Encantar - to be very pleasing to (to love) 

 
to me 

 
to you 

 
 

to him 
to her 
to it 

 
(a mí)             (no) me encanta(n) 

 
(a ti)                (no) te encanta(n) 
(a usted)         (no) le encanta(n) 

 
(a él)               (no) le encanta(n) 
(a ella)             (no) le encanta(n) 
                        (no) le encanta(n) 

 
to us 

 
to y’all 

to you (pl.) 
 

to them 

 
(a nosotros/as)  (no) nos encanta(n) 
 
(a vosotros/as)  (no) os encanta(n) 
(a ustedes)        (no) les encanta(n) 
 
(a ellos)              (no) les encanta(n) 
(a ellas)              (no) les encanta(n) 
 

 

 The verb ending for gustar and encantar always agrees with the thing or things that are 
liked.  For this reason, these verbs are used mostly in the third-person singular 
(gusta/encanta) and plural (gustan/encantan). 

 

If one thing is liked or if an activity is liked (activities are expressed with an infinitive): 
    Me encanta el invierno.    I love winter. 
    ¿A ellos les gusta jugar fútbol?  Do they like to play soccer? 
 

If more than one thing is liked: 
    ¿Te gustan las matemáticas?  Do you like math? 
     

 A + mí / ti / usted / él / ella, etc. is frequently used to emphasize or clarify who is doing 
the liking or disliking.  

 

A ella no le gustan los libros.    She doesn’t like the books. 
¿Les gusta  ir al cine a ustedes?   Do you all like to go to the movies? 
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CP.16  HAY 
 
Hay, a form of the verb haber, means both there is and there are.  In a question, ¿hay? means Is 
there? or Are there? 
 

Hay un museo en el parque.   There is a museum in the park. 
Hay unos refrescos aquí.     There are some soft drinks here. 
¿Hay discos compactos en oferta?  Are there CDs on sale? 
¿Qué hay en la lista?    What’s on the list? 
 
 

CP.17 THE VERB SER VS ESTAR 
 
The verbs ser and estar both mean to be in Spanish.  In general, ser is used for describing the 
norm, or more permanent conditions, such as identifying characteristics (gender, relationships, 
etc.), physical or personality characteristics and nationality.  An obvious exception is the use of ser 
with time.   
 
In general, estar is most often used to describe more temporary conditions, such as how a person 
is feeling or where someone or something is (location).  As you study Spanish further, you will 
learn that the use of ser vs estar is a bit more complicated than these two generalizations.  
However, at this point in your Spanish language learning, these two general rules are sufficient. 
 
When used with adjectives, the choice of ser or estar + adjective is critical to the meaning.  A 
change in the verb will change the meaning. 
 

Lola es nerviosa.     Lola is nervous.  (Lola is a nervous person.) 
Lola está nerviosa.     Lola is feeling nervous. 
 
Esos profesores son aburridos.  Those teachers are boring. 
Esos profesores están aburridos.  Those teachers are bored. 
 
Carlos es listo.      Carlos is smart.  (He’s a smart person.) 
Carlos está listo.     Carlos is ready. 
 
Shakira es buena.     Shakira is good.  (She’s a good person.) 
Shakira está buena.     Shakira is cute/fine.  (slang) 

 
 
CP.18 TELLING TIME 
 

The hour, quarter hour, and half hour in Spanish are given as follows: 
 
     On the hour  Quarter hour    Half hour 
     Son las cinco.   Son las nueve y cuarto. Son las doce y media. 
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The following expressions are used when telling time in Spanish: 
Up to the half hour (or 30), add minutes to the hour using y. 
 

     Son las [hour] y [minutes]. 
   3:20  Son las tres y veinte. 
   11:05 Son las once y cinco. 
 

After the half hour (or 30), subtract minutes from the next hour using menos. 
 

     Son las [next hour] menos [minutes]. 
   9:50  Son las diez menos diez. 
   4:35  Son las cinco menos veinticinco. 
 

 When talking about 1:00 (between 12:30 and 1:30), es is used instead of son.   
 

1:15 Es la una y cuarto.  
 12:35 Es la una menos veinticinco. 

 

 Noon and midnight are expressed as (el) mediodía and (la) medianoche. 

 

La clase es al mediodía.   The class is at noon. 
El programa es a la medianoche. The program is at midnight. 

 

 Be very careful to distinguish between what time it is and AT what time something occurs. 
 

¿Qué hora es?     What time is it? 
Son las dos y veinte.    It is two-twenty. 

 

¿A qué hora es la clase?   At what time is the class? 
A las dos y media.    At two-thirty. 

 

CP.17  NUMBERS 0 -29 
 

0 cero    11 once     22 veintidós 
1 uno    12 doce     23 veintitrés 
2 dos    13 trece     24 veinticuatro 
3 tres    14 catorce    25 veinticinco 
4 cuatro    15 quince    26 veintiséis 
5 cinco    16 dieciséis    27 veintisiete 
6 seis    17 diecisiete    28 veintiocho  
7 siete    18 dieciocho    29 veintinueve 
8 ocho    19 diecinueve    
9 nueve    20 veinte     

10 diez    21 veintiuno 
 
 In addition to counting and giving numbers, these numbers can be used to tell how many 

things there are. 
dos clases 
catorce libros 
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veinte estudiantes 
 

 
 

CP.18 INDEFINITE AND NEGATIVE WORDS 
 
In 7th grade, you learned that the most common way to make a Spanish sentence negative is to put 
the word no before the verb. 
 
 No es verdad.    It’s not true. 
 ¿Por qué no vas?   Why don’t you go? 
 No es mi clase.   It’s not my class. 
 

 No can mean no, not, don’t, and any negative word with ____n’t.  
 

 Indefinite words are words that do not refer to anything or anyone specific.  Certain indefinite 
words have contrasting negative forms. 

 

Indefinite and Negative Verbs 

Affirmative Forms Negative Forms 

 
sí                       yes 
 
algo                  something 
 
alguien             somebody 
 
siempre            always 
 
a veces             sometimes 

 
no                        no, not, don’t, ___n’t 

 
nada                    nothing, not anything, none 
 
nadie                   nobody, not anybody, no one 
 
nunca                  never 
 
raras veces         seldom, rarely 

 

 


