
Literary Response Menu 
Please keep this menu in your SHARK Binder.  

Respond in writing to text you are reading at home for your Reading Calendar.  Complete ___or more of the 
activities on separate sheet(s) of paper. Attach to your homework. Quality Counts! Plan your writing, revise and 
edit, and write neatly.  

 

Hard Word Hunt 
(List of Words) 

 

As you read, list 5 (or more) 
words that were hard for you 
to read. Show how you 
decoded them: mark the 
vowels and consonants and 
divide the syllables. Label the 
syllable types (open, closed, 
vowel team, silent –e, consonant 
–le, or r-controlled). Pronounce 
the words correctly for 
someone at home. Have that 
person sign your paper. 

What a Character! 
(Bubble Map, Paragraph) 

 

Describe the main character. 
Choose 3 to 5 powerful 
adjectives that best describe 
the character’s physical traits 
AND personality. Include 
supporting details from the 
text to explain why the 
character is ____.  Organize 
your ideas using  a Bubble 
Map before writing your 
descriptive paragraph(s). 

Narrative Elements 
(Brace Map) 

 

Analyze the narrative 
elements of a fiction story 
you finished reading. Include 
the names of the main 
characters and a brief 
description, the setting 
(where AND when), the plot 
(problem and solution), and 
the theme. Include specific 
details from the text. 

Vocabulary 
(Circle Maps) 

 

List 4 (or more) new and 
interesting vocabulary words 
from your reading. Determine 
the meanings as used in the 
text. Write the word, part of 
speech, definition, an original 
meaningful sentence, and 
synonym(s)  for each word. 
Include an illustration. 

Summary 
(Thinking Map, Paragraph) 

 

What is the text mostly 
about? Include main ideas 
and important details from 
the text. Organize the details 
using the Thinking Map that  
best matches the text.  
 
Next, write a summary in 
paragraph form. 

Compare Texts 
(Double-Bubble Map) 

 

Compare and contrast the 
narrative elements of two 
books by the same author or 
about the same topic or 
character. Use a Double-
Bubble Thinking Map. 
Include specific, important 
details from the text. 

Sequence 
Events/Steps 

(Flow Map) 

 

Sequence the steps in a 
process or events in a story 
you read. Include the most 
important details in order.  

Book Review 
(Paragraphs) 

 

Introduce a great book to 
others! Include the title, 
author, genre, a brief 
summary, and the theme in 
the first paragraph. In the 
second paragraph, give 3 
reasons it’s a great book. 
Include specific details from 
the text and a quote. 

Figurative 
Language 
(Picture Book) 

 

Find examples of similes, 
metaphors, personification, 
and/or other examples of 
figurative language. Explain 
the meanings. Illustrate them 
too. (Pages can be added 
throughout the school year.) 

 


