
remind all parents and staff that 

safety is a number one concern for 

Sierra.  We appreciate those parents 
who are following the safety proce-

dures during parent pick-up and 

drop-off.  Last week several Sierra 
parents stopped to assist an adult bi-

cyclist that was injured in a minor 

accident and this was a reminder to 

me that our neighborhood is a very 
busy one every morning and after-

noon.  Especially with the beautiful 

weather, our sidewalks and streets 
are always busy with runners, cy-

clists, and students.  It is always best 

to slow down, not use our cell 
phones, and give driving our full at-

tention for the sake of everyone in 

our community.   

 As a busy parent of two 
daughters, I can relate to the morn-

ing madness otherwise known as 

getting ready for school.  Last year 
my youngest daughter (otherwise 

known as grouchy in the morning) 

was really struggling with being or-

ganized and ready to go on time.  I 
bought a vinyl organizer that hung 

in her closet and had a separate 

compartment for each day of the 
week.  This way, we organize all of 

her clothes for the week on Sunday 

night and this eliminated many tear-
ful days.   

 Nonetheless, we all have 

our days when the water bottle, 

homework, or sack lunch was for-
gotten on the kitchen table.  Protect-

ing instructional time and limiting 

interruptions to the classrooms is 
very important to us here at Sierra 

so we wanted  to let all parents  
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 We are having an incredible 

year here at Sierra!  September was 

my very first Family Fun Night and 

flag raising ceremony on Sept. 11th 
and I love these Sierra traditions! 

Our very active PTO and parent vol-

unteers are amazing and we thank 
them for all of their dedication and 

countless hours of hard work.  I am 

truly looking forward to the Harvest 
Festival on Oct. 28th. 

 September proved to be a 

very busy month. We focused on 

Trustworthiness for Character 
Counts and celebrated our Sierra 

Superstars at our monthly assembly!  

Everyone is working hard to send 
the message to students and our 

community that showing good char-

acter makes our work easier and stu-
dentsô lives richer. October is  

RESPECT month! 

 As studentsô complete pro-

jects and end of the quarter assign-
ments, teachers are preparing grades 

and report cards.  Report cards will 

be sent home Monday October 26, 
2009.  This also is the beginning of 

Fall Conferences.  The conference 

window is Oct. 26-Nov. 5th.  Con-

ferencing with your childôs teacher 
is the perfect opportunity to discuss 

beginning of the year progress, cele-

brations and questions or concerns 
you may have.  Our teachers put a 

lot of energy and effort into plan-

ning conferences and look forward 
to meeting with all families.  At-

tending these is an essential compo-

nent in regards to continuing to 

build a meaningful partnership be-
tween home and school.   

 Once again I would like to 

Principalôs Message 

                                              Tracey Pastor, Principal 
  

know that deliveries to classrooms 
will only be taken down to the 

classes twice a day.  One delivery 

will be right before lunches and 
then another will be close to the end 

of the school day. Thank you for 

your cooperation.   

 
 

 

Inspiring Words 

The future belongs to those who 

believe in the beauty of their 

dreams. ~Eleanor Roosevelt 

A leader is a person you will fol-

low to a place you wouldnôt go 

by yourself.  ~Joel Barker 

We judge ourselves by what we 

feel capable of doing, but others 

judge us by what we have al-

ready done. ~Leo Tolstoy 

The grass may be greener on the 

other side, but it is just as hard to 

cut. ~Little Richard 

Iôd rather fail trying to do some-

thing great than to do nothing 

and succeed. ~Robert Schuller 

Children have more need of 

models than of critics. ~Joseph 

Joubert 
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Visitors on Campus:   
 

Every visitor to the school campus 
is required to first go to the office, 

sign in as a visitor and receive a 

visitor badge.  No one should be in 

the school or on campus unless they 
are wearing a visitorôs badge.  

Student visitors are not allowed on 

campus during the school day nor 
before or after school when Kyrene 

students are present.  (Policy 

reference KI).  
 Kyrene 2009-2010 

 Elementary School Handbook 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 28  

6:0 0ñ8:00 p.m.  

 

Student Safety  
 

Please note:  There is abso-

lutely no passing in a school 

zone, even if traffic is stopped! 

 

Safety Concerns 

 
Safety is always a number one 

priority for Sierra staff. We are 

experiencing many situations in 

which people dropping off and 

picking up students are in a rush 

and putting the safety of our 

students at risk. Speeding, pass-
ing in parking lots, and illegal 

turns have been noted by the 

Phoenix Police as some of the 

most noticeable infractions. 

PLEASE take your time while 

in the school zone. Give your-

self an extra ten minutes to deal 

with traffic. Our kids need the 

adults who are entering the 

school zone to pay attention and 

go slowly! 

 
 

 
 A special thank you to the 
members of Junior Troop #495 for 
participating in the Sierra Flag  
Raising Ceremony held on  
September 11.   

 
 

Upcoming Events  

  

    Parent/Teacher  
Conferences  

will take place the week of 
October 26-30.   
Evening conferences will be 
held on Tues., Oct.27.  
Please watch for your letter 
with further details on sched-
uling a conference time. 
 
 

Sierraôs Annual 
Turkey Trot  

 
 Friday, November 20th, is 
our annual Turkey Trot.  Please 
mark your calendar, begin your 
training, and plan to attend with 
family & friends.  

Picture  Retake Day  

will be  

Thursday, October 29th  

 

 

Sierraôs monthly 

newsletter is         

also available on our 

website:  
www.kyrene.org/schools/sierra 

Lost & Found 
 Please be sure to put 

 your childôs full name on 

 jackets, sweaters, and lunch 

boxes.  As the weather changes  

Our lost and found grows. 
 

NO SCHOOL 

for Students 
 

October 12-16 

(Fall Break) 

and 

Monday, October 19 
(Staff Development Day) 

No School for Students 

 

  Tell Your Friends And 

Neighborsé 
 

Kyrene has options for toddlers, 3 and 4 

year olds!  If youôre looking for a dif-

ferent approach to child care, try 
Kyrene Kids Club Early Learning Cen-

ters.  Our programs help children learn 

through play-based activities.  Daily 

progress reports are provided about 

your childôs growth in many cognitive,  

physical and social skill areas.  Full and 

half-day options available.  Hereôs what 

one mom says: ñEvery time I drop my 

child off at Kids Club, the staff mem-

bers are smiling as they greet us.  My 

children have learned so much from the 

engaging, age-appropriate activities that 
are planned throughout the day.ò  Go to 

WWW.Kyrene.org/childcare or  call 

480-783-7314 for more information. 
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Support Kyrene Schools 

Save on State Taxes 

 
Donate to Kyrene Schools and 

receive a dollar-for-dollar credit 

of up to $400 on your 2009 

Arizona State taxes! 

 

Hereôs how it worksé 

 

Under Arizona State Law 

ARS43-1089.01, Arizona 

taxpayers can get a dollar-for-

dollar tax credit when they 

donate up to $200 per year ($400 

for married couples filing a joint 

return) to extra curricular 

activities in public schools.  

Make your check payable to the 

Kyrene School District and 

either mail it to Kyrene de la 

Sierra, 1122 E. Liberty Lane, 

Phoenix, AZ 85048, or drop by 

the school office.  Weôll mail 

you a receipt for your records 

and report your donation to the 

State of Arizona as required by 

law. 

 

Donations must be postmarked 

by December 31, 2009 to apply 

to the 2009 tax year. 

 

Tax credit donations may also be 

completed on-line.  Please go to: 

www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/tax 

credit/ 

 
Please consult your personal tax 

consultant regarding this contribution 

to determine the applicability of credit.  

This information should not be consid-

ered legal 

advice.   

Sierra Superstars 
These students were honored during our monthly assembly for : 

Demonstrating strong character through respect, caring, fair-

ness, responsibility, citizenship and trustworthiness. 

Cooperating with fellow students, teachers, and staff mem-

bers. 

Demonstrating responsibility for schoolwork and personal 

behavior.  Handing in homework on time and always trying 

your best. 

Excellent attendance. 
 Abby Arnold   Alex Magewick  

 Tyler Blue   Karly Makay  

 Jace Boon   Jordan Morales 

 Gavin Chan  Kacey Murray  

 Liva Chang  James Perry 

 Jaylah Clayton  Sophia Pope 

 Laurel Donovan   Will Richmond  

 Sierra Doty   Paige Ruhlman 

 Conor Flynn   Luke Schwartz 

 Peyton Glover  Ireland Strubbe 

 Jared Goroski  Michael Tuli  

 Dylan Hammerbeck  Eli Werner  

 Jack Kirkpatrick   Sophia Zaenglein 

 Hayden Krug   Andie Ziegler  

 Mason Krug  

Sierra Community Team  
 
 Sierra Community Team/Site Council includes a cross section of 
our learning community that includes parents, teachers, support staff, ad-
ministrators and community members. The SCT focuses on the ñbig pic-
tureò of school improvement and safety. The SCT acts as an advisory 
group for the principal in making decisions that effect everyone. One of the 
most important roles of the team is acting as a communication route for 
parent and community praise and concerns. The principal shares praise 
and concerns he has heard and the council shares praise and concerns 
they have heard. All matters are discussed thoroughly. The major role of 
SCT is the spending of tax credit dollars. Everyone is invited to sit in and 
listen to our meetings and there is always an opportunity to address the 
team.   
 The next meeting of the Sierra Community Team will be held on 
Wednesday,October 21, 9:00 am in the Sierra Conference room   
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Kyrene Parent Portal  
 
The Kyrene School District has 
implemented a Parent Portal. 
This secure web-based system 
allows parents to access and 
view a variety of information 
about their student(s). 
 Depending on the grade level, 
some of this information may 
include student absences, 
demographics, parent email  
addresses, etc. The system will 
continue to evolve over time to 
include additional information. At 
the beginning of September, 
specific directions about the 
Kyrene Parent Portal, which in-
cluded your secure log-in and 
password, was mailed to you in 
a self-sealing envelope. If you 
have not logged on yet, please 
do so at your earliest conven-
ience. Please follow the instruc-
tions to be sure that everything 
works properly. If you have mis-
placed the mailer or did not re-
ceive one, please send an email 
to sis@kyrene.org. A link to  
Parent Portal Frequently Asked 
Questions is available by click-
ing on Parent Center in the 
lower left-hand corner of the 
 District home page. 

Character Counts! 
  

 During the month of October 

we will focus our character education 

instruction on respect.  We are proud 

of students who exemplify the 6 pillars 

of character.  
 

Respect: 
    
   *Treat others the way you want to be 

treated. Follow the Golden Rule.  

  

   *Respect the dignity, privacy and 

freedom of all individuals. 

 

   *Value and honor all people, no 

matter what they can do for you or to 

you. Be tolerant of differences. 

 

   *Respect othersô property. 
 

   *Use good manners, and refrain 

from inappropriate words, gestures 

and body language. 

 

   *Be considerate of the feelings of 

others. 

 

   *Donôt threaten, hit or hurt anyone. 

 

   *Deal peacefully with anger, insults 
and disagreements. 
 

A person of good characteré 

 

     Is someone to look up to and ad-

mire. 
     Knows the difference between right 

and wrong and always tries to do what 

is right. 

     Sets a good example for others.- 

 

If you are cleaning closets 

and would like to find a good 

home for some girls elastic 

shorts, pants & socks. 

The Health Office closet is 

very low on these items. 

   

 ASKéLiteracy Lorraine 
 

Dear Literacy Lorraine, 

When my 2nd grade child reads 

aloud, she tends to sound a bit 

choppy.   What kinds of activities 

can I do at home to help her read 

more smoothly?   

Sincerely, 

A Concerned Mom 
 

Dear Concerned Mom, 

This is a great question!  Once a stu-

dent has mastered word recognition 

skills, it is important to work on helping 

them read more fluently.  According to 

the Center on Teaching and Learning , 

Fluency (automaticity) is reading words 
with no noticeable cognitive or mental 
effort. One way to help your daughter 

develop her fluency skills is to partner 

read with her.  Obtain two copies of 

the same text (appropriate to her skill 

level, 95% accuracy or higher) and take 

turns reading aloud, read at the same 

time (chorally), or take turns reading 

aloud while the other òwhisperó reads.  

By reading with your child, you are 

modeling what a fluent reader sounds 

like.  Remember, fluency is a critical 

gateway to comprehension. Once a child 

is able to read fluently, it frees their 

mind up to process the meaning of the 

text. I always tell my students that the 

best way to build fluency is to practice, 

practice, and practice some more!  

Good luck! 

Literacy Lorraine  

Angie Stratton (a.k.a. 
ñLiteracy Lorraineò) is proud 

to serve as Kyrene de la 
Sierraôs Literacy Coach. She has over 19 

years of teaching experience, including 
1st , 2 nd , and 3 rd  grades.  As an experi-

enced teacher and a mom to three active 
teenage girls who attended kindergarten 

through 5 th  grade at Sierra school, she 
knows all about juggling the demands of 

homework and extracurricular activities. 
Please feel free to contact Angie at: as-

trat@kyrene.org .  

 

Sierra Team Fit Kids  
Starts during the 
lunch recess on 
Monday, Oct 5th  

 

mailto:sis@kyrene.org
mailto:astrat@kyrene.org
mailto:astrat@kyrene.org
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ASKé Martha Math  

 

Dear Martha Math,  

My first grader loves to play 

games, but we donõt always 

have a lot of time.  Can you 

suggest a quick game that we 

can play to help her with her 

math facts?  

Sincerely,  

Dedicated Dad  

 

Dear Dedicated Dad,  

Iõm glad you asked!  Math games are a fun 

way to learn math facts.  Hereõs an easy 

one! To prepare the materials for the 

game, gather 10 objects that are the 

same size and shape; lima beans, buttons, 

and even small, smooth river rocks work 

well.  Paint one side of each counter with 

craft or spray paint ð any color will do!  

Put the ten counters in a cup, shake, and 

pour.  Have your child record the number 

of one color and the number of the other 

color by writing a number sentence.  For 

example, if there are 4 red and 6 white, 

your child would write 4 + 6 = 10.  Take 

turns recording the facts.  At the end of 

ten turns each, see how many different 

ten facts you have written together.  You 

can change the number of counters to 

seven, eight, or nine as well!  Enjoy this 

quick game! 
Martha Math  

 

 

 

 

Martha Math,  

 Otherwise known as Rae 

Miyasaki, is Sierraôs Math Coach.  Through-
out her teaching career, Rae has enjoyed 

teaching K -6 Special Education Resource 
classes as well as regular 2 nd  and 3 rd  grad-

ers.  This is her third year as a Math Coach 

in the Kyrene School District.  As a mom of 
two children who attended Sierra, Rae un-

derstands the importance of working as a 
team to provide the best learning experi-

ences for students.  Please feel free to  
contact Rae/Martha Math at  

                     rmiyas@kyrene.org  . 

Parents,  
 
WE Power has two excit-
ing projects coming up in 
which we will need fleece 
material. December,  
students will be making 
fleece blankets for chil-
dren and adults in need. 
In January, they will cre-
ate dog toys from braided 
fleece. We are collecting 
donations of fleece fabric 
(2 yds or more) now 
through January. Good 
sources for fleece fabric 
on sale are Joanneõs, Wal-
Mart or SAS Fabric. Even 
if you have remnant 
pieces, we will take them 
as they can be used for 
the pet toys. The WE 
Power donation bin is  
located outside Mrs. 
Payneõs Kindergarten 
class.  
 
WE Power thanks you for 
your generosity and in-
volvement in our monthly 
projects!  
 
Beth Hare & Giselle 
Richardson  
WE Power  

 
 

Influenza News 
 

Influenza (including H1N1) is a 

respiratory virus spread by coughing/

sneezing and direct contact with nasal 

and throat secretions of infected persons.  
The CDC has reported widespread influ-

enza activity in Arizona.  Kyrene contin-

ues to follow the advice of the Maricopa 

County Health Department.  In Septem-

ber, Kyrene sent a letter home with all 

students informing you that we will no-

tify a school community when 10% of 

the school population is absent due to flu 

like symptoms. Education and preven-

tion are the best ways to control the 

spread of influenza.  As a parent you can 
do the following: 

Talk to your medical provider about 

getting flu vaccines (both the 

seasonal and H1N1 vaccines) 

for your family. 

 Recognize symptoms of the flu---

fever 100 or greater and sore 

throat, cough, body aches, head-

ache, fatigue, vomiting or diar-

rhea. 

Keep your child home if they are 
sick, and keep them at home 

until fever-free for 24 hours 

without fever-reducing medi-

cine. 

Practice good hygiene 

review hand washing with 

soap and water and/or 

use alcohol-based hand 

sanitizers  

cover your mouth and nose 

with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze ; 
cough/sneeze into your 

elbow (not your hands) 

Keep your emergency contact num-

bers current and have a back-up 

plan if you are unable to pick-

up or be with a sick child at 

home. 

Stay informed about the flu.   

Information is available at 

www.kyrene.org and 

www.StopTheSpreadAZ.org 
and www.flu.gov.  

Thank you for your continued support as 

we work together to minimize the spread 

of influenza in our community.  

Please Note:  

NO DOGS ON CAMPUS  

 
For the safety of all stu-

dents, please do not bring 

dogs or other pets on the 
Sierra Campus.  

mailto:rmiyas@kyrene.org
http://www.kyrene.org
http://www.StopTheSpreadAZ.org
http://www.flu.gov
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