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Dear Sierra Families, 

 It is so hard to believe that No-

vember is just around the corner! Octo-

ber was a busy month with our parent 

teacher conferences, fall break, staff de-

velopment day and Harvest festival   Si-

erra traditions such as the Harvest Festi-

val are part of what makes our school so 

special and events such as these would 

not be possible without the incredible 

support of our parent volunteers and 

very supportive PTO.  After attending 

both Family Fun Night and the Harvest 

Festival, my ten year old daughter has 

told me that I am not allowed to go to 

any Sierra event without her.  Person-

ally, I really enjoyed taking the time to 

enjoy the pumpkins and was amazed at 

the creative and fun pumpkins that were 

lined up on our basketball court.   My 

favorite was the pumpkin by fourth 

grader Tyler Chambers that was part 

pumpkin, part fish bowl with an actual 

LIVE goldfish inside!   

 In order to get to know Sierra 

families a little better, I asked each 

teacher to allow me to sit in on a parent 

teacher conference. I can’t say enough 

about how wonderful our families are 

here at Sierra and what a pleasure it has 

been to be able to sit in on these confer-

ences and see firsthand how very sup-

portive Sierra parents are.  There were 

many accomplishments to celebrate and 

it is so exciting to hear that we have 

many students showing significant pro-

gress in just a quarter’s time of instruc-

tion.   

 Teachers at Sierra are truly 

outstanding in terms of work ethic and 

passion for excellence.  Classrooms are 

busy places where learning and aca-

demic success is the primary focus from 

bell to bell.  Parents can support this 

goal by working doctor’s appointments, 

family vacations and other events 

around our school schedule as much as 

possible.  We sometimes have Friday 

afternoons or days before breaks and 

holidays when we have quite a few stu-

dents that go home early or miss the day 

entirely.  Regular attendance is a critical 

factor in maintaining our high level of 

student achievement at Sierra. Attached 

is the calendar for the month of Novem-

ber as a reminder of our breaks and 

various events going on at school.   

With gratitude for all you do for our 

children, 

Tracey Pastor 

Principal  

Principal’s Message 

Tracey Pastor 

 
 

 

 
 

Character Education 

Responsibility 
For the month of November we will be fo-

cusing on the character traitñResponsibility. 

The focus of this character is being trustwor-

thy, reliable and completing an obligation, 

accepting your share of the work that needs 

to be done and accepting responsibility for 

your mistakes. 
 

Ways to practice Responsibility at School: 

Be prompt. 

Make regular attendance a priority. 

Follow the rules. 

Complete your work. 

Take care of your school property. 

Keep commitments so people know they  

   can count on you.  
 

Ways to practice Responsibility at Home: 

Do your chores. 

Do your homework. 

Keep your promises. 

Come home on time. 

Let  your family know where youõre going 

and when youõll return. 

Keep your possessions neat, organized, and 

   well maintained. 
 

Ways to practice Responsibility in your 

Community: 

Leave your area clean at the park. 

Pick up litter. 

Look for opportunities to help out. 

Learn the laws and local issues.  

Act with consideration toward others. 

 
 

 
 

 

Book Fair Hours : 
Nov. 16,17,18, & 20   
10:30AMð3:00 PM 

Nov. 19 10:30 AMð7:00 PM 
     Please use the east lot  

(parent pick-up) doors to enter  
the building after 3:45 PM. 
Hope to see you all there!  

Please remember to sign in at the 

office in the visitor book if you 

are attending the sale during 

school hours.   

School Funding Update 
  

The State of Arizona’s budget continues to 

make headlines in all of our local media 

markets. In Arizona,  K-12 education ac-

counts for approximately 43% of the State 

budget, which means since the State 

budget is facing reductions, it is likely that 

school districts will see reductions as well. 

Kyrene School District has continued to 

develop conservative strategies to prepare 

for these impending reductions, while at 

the same time ensuring instructional pro-

grams remain a top priority.  According to 

the 2008, Auditor General Report, Kyrene 

dedicated 9.7% more to classroom spend-

ing than the state average.  

  

Last year Kyrene received 75% of our ex-

pected funding from the State of Ari-

zona.  In July we received part of the re-

maining 25% and in early November, we 

are expected to receive the final pay-

ment.  Even though Kyrene is one of the 

most fiscally responsible districts in the 

state, we recently needed to borrow funds 

to ensure appropriate cash flow. Because 

of our past and current conservative finan-

cial practices we remain on stable financial 

ground. School districts across the entire 

state had to take this unprecedented action 

because no one would have predicted that 

the state would withhold these required 

payments. 
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Arizona Tax Credit 
  

Your tax credit donations are a  

valuable resource for our school! 

          Please get the word to neighbors and friends! You don’t have to have children in school to get 

the yearly income tax credit. 

Your contributions are currently funding:   
Character Building Groups  

Girl Power, Changing Families, Focus 1-2-3, Loving you, Loving Me, Bullies & Victims-Rebuilding a sense of self, 

Conflict Resolutions/Anger Management. 

Field Trip Transportation and Admission 
Heard Museum, Fire Station,  

Science Museum 

School Assemblies, Visiting Authors and Programs 

Character Counts!, Arizona Science Center Class Visits, We Power, 

During and After School Tutoring, Running Club, and Brain Power 
 

Please donate your tax credit money to Sierra! 

 The tax credit donation option is now available on the Kyrene Web site.  Check out the online donation page at:  

www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/taxcredit/. 

October Sierra Superstars 
These students were honored during our monthly assembly for : 

Demonstrating strong character through respect, caring, fairness, responsibility, citizenship and trustwor-

thiness. 

Cooperating with fellow students, teachers, and staff members. 

Demonstrating responsibility for schoolwork and personal behavior.  Handing in homework on time and 

always trying your best. 

Excellent attendance. 
Steeley Beringer    Caitlin Halim   Matthew Pradetto 
Taylor Brooks    Demi Johnson   Ryan Sailors 
Jared Brown    Jessica Jung    Maddi Schroeder 
Jacy Chan     Emme Lenz    Hattie Secrist 
Hayley Clithero    Isabelle Loh    Ireland Strubbe 
Jessica Condon    Ben Macey    Luken Sulzen 
Will Dalton     Nikki Nedza    Kaitlyn tom 
Alex Diamanti    Kalen Owes    Evan Zambroski 
Mia Dickson     Ryan Pettinato    
Kiki Donnelly    Margeau Player 
Meghan Eigenmann 
 
Missing from the SEPTEMBER SIERRA SUPERSTARSτMatthew Beever 
               Victoria Gallego 
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It’s 

Turkey Trot Time... 
Plan to attend 

 

The Annual 

Sierra Turkey Trot &  

Toy Drive 
 

Friday,  

November 20, 2009 
 

Come walk, jog, run 

or cheer your child on! 
  

 For further enjoyment, 

our cafeteria staff will be serv-

ing lunch.   Please plan to stay 

after and eat together as a 

family.  Great fun!  Great 

food!  Watch for a flyer to 

come home with your student. 

 

Volunteers are still needed to 

make this event a success.  If 

you can help, call Jill Osten-

dorp at 480-283-0839.  or   

jostendorp@cox.net 

Turkey Trot Toy Drive  
 

 Please join the Sierra 

PTO this year to help support 

a Turkey Trot Toy Drive.  

The PTO is asking that we 

only donate NEW AND UN-

WRAPPED TOYS IN ALL AGE 

CATEGORIES FROM TOD-

DLER TO TEENAGER  

 

TOYS..TOYS..and more TOYS  
 

THANK YOU in advance for 

your generous sup-

port of this worth-

while project!!!  

Student Emergency Cards 
 

     Parents/Guardians, please be 

sure to keep your student’s emer-

gency card current with accurate 

address, and phone numbers.     
 

     You may send a note or send an 

email to the office with updates at 

any time.     
 

Attendance Reporting Line # 
 

480-783-1197 
 

Please call our 24-hour attendance 

reporting line when your child is 

absent from school. 

 

Also, students are considered tardy 

if they are not in the care of their 

classroom teachers by 7:45.  

Please make every effort to have 

your child on time and in school on 

a regular basis. 

1st bell rings at 7:40 

Tardy bell rings at 7:45 

No School - For Students 

Wednesday, November 11—

Veteran’s Day Observed 

 

Happy Thanksgiving!... 

Mon. Nov. 23 & Tues. Nov. 24 

ARE FULL INSTRUCTION 

DAYS 

 

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday, 

November 25,26,& 27 

No  School—For Students 

Literacy Lorraine Angie Stratton (a.k.a. ñLiteracy Lorraineò) 

is proud to serve as Kyrene de la Sierraôs Literacy Coach. Please 

feel free to contact Angie at: astrat@kyrene.org .  

                  

 ASK... Martha Math,  

 

 Dear Martha Math,  
 My  kindergartener loves to 
count!  What else should we do at 
home to develop her sense of number?  
  Sincerely,  
  Tally Sally  

 
Dear Ms. Sally, 
 Estimation is a great way to in-
crease  children's sense of number.  Before 
you put a stack of folded towels on a shelf or 
fill a bowl with fruit, ask your child to estimate 
how many will fit.  Then count  and compare 
the actual number with the estimate.  Helping 
your child to make appropriate predictions will 
help her to see how numbers are used in 
everyday life.  Learning to ask, ñIs my answer 
reasonable?ò will also help her as she tackles 
tougher math problems in the classroom.  I 
love hearing from parents, so keep those 
letters coming! 
 Sincerely, 
               Martha 
 
Martha Math, otherwise know as Rae Miyasaki, 
is Sierraôs Math Coach. As a mom of two chil-
dren who attended Sierra, Rae understands the importance of 

working as a team to provide the best learning experiences 
for students.  Please feel free to contact Rae/Martha Math at 
rmiyas@kyrene.org. 

             
 ASK…Literacy Lorraine 

 
Dear Literacy Lorraine, 

 During my parent conference this 

week, my second grader’s teacher said that my 

son needs to work on his reading comprehen-

sion skills.  How can I help him? 

 Sincerely, 

 Grateful Garrison 

   

Dear. Mr. Garrison, 

     Comprehension is all about understanding 

what has been read.  I would recommend that 

you take time to discuss the setting, characters, 

problem, and solution in a story your child is 

reading.  You can also take this idea one step 

further by asking your child to make personal 

connections with the story.  Would he have 

made the same choice as the character in the 

story? What would he have done differently?  

Stopping in the middle of a story, ask him to 

predict what might happen next.  

Lots of rich discussion will certainly help de-

velop his comprehension skills. 

      Sincerely, 

      Literacy Lorraine 
Student Council is Sponsoring  

    A Can Food Drive 

       10/28 -11/13 

mailto:astrat@kyrene.org
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