
Kyrene de la Sierra  1122 E. Liberty Lane, Phoenix, AZ 
   Sierra Web Site:  www.kyrene.org/schools/sierra 

 

WELCOME SIERRA FAMILIES! 
 

Welcome to another wonderful year at Kyrene de la  

Sierra Elementary School.  My name is Tracey Pastor 

and I am excited and proud to announce that I am the 

new Principal at Sierra. I consider myself a teacher at 

heart first and foremost.  My teaching experience has 

been in preschool, first, second and third grade and I 

have been a school principal for five years.  I abso-

lutely love my job and I am especially excited to be 

joining a team with a reputation of excellence and high 

standards for both students and staff. One of my guid-

ing principles in leading and decision making is to 

think about my own daughters who are ten and thirteen 

and what I would want for them. As a parent, I want 

my daughters to receive the best education and to be 

challenged with high standards and at the same time to 

be healthy and happy and enjoy learning and their 

school.   

Sierra staff is committed to instilling respect through-

out our school. We will continue to implement a school

-wide positive behavior support program to focus on 

eliminating bullying and improving student behavior. 

We will be using the 3 B’s to support our Character 

Counts program:  BE SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, and 

BE RESPONSIBLE.   

Each summer brings many new and exciting changes 

to Sierra. Please see a complete list of new and return-

ing staff inside our newsletter. 

I am very pleased Mr. Dave Maloney will continue on 

as Sierra’s assistant principal, although on a part-time 

basis. I have heard wonderful things about Dave’s con-

tributions to the school. We all look forward to his 

smiling face and caring ways each and everyday.   

In May I had the opportunity to meet some of the won-

derful and very supportive Sierra parents that I have 

heard many positive comments about.  I encourage all 

parents, both returning and new to take an active role 

in the education of their child and look forward to see-

ing all of the students on the first day of school (my fa-

vorite day of the year!). 

Principal’s Message 

Ms. Tracey Pastor, Principal 

August 10, is the first day of school for students.  All 

students should report to their classrooms immediately 

upon arrival on the first day.  Outside doors will be open 

and staff will be located at the bus unloading area as well 

as throughout the school grounds to assist students and 

parents needing assistance in locating classrooms.  Our 

PTO will provide ―GREETERS‖ to answer questions and 

assist students.  Our volunteers deserve a special thank you 

for helping get off to a smooth start. 
 

On the second day of school and for the remainder of the 

school year, all students should report to the playground 

upon their arrival at school.  Teachers will come out to the 

playground when the bell rings to escort their students to 

class.  This routine will be taught and practiced on the first 

day of school. Signs with the teachers’ names will also 

indicate where students should line up. 
  

PLEASE NOTE:  Teacher supervision on the 

playground does not begin until 7:15.  Students 

should not arrive on campus before that time. 
  

Visitors on the morning playground will only be  

allowed during the first week of school. 
 

For the safety of all our children, please follow our 

safety procedures when dropping off and picking up 

your children.  These procedures are in this newsletter. 
 

Parents, please be sure to sign in as a visitor whenever 

you plan to be on campus for any reason. 

First Day of School—August 10, 2009 

    August,  2009 

Sierra’s Curriculum Nights will be held on August 18, 

for K-2nd and August 19,  3rd-5th.  More information 

will be sent home during the first week of school re-

garding this important event. 

 

                 Tracey Pastor, Principal 

 
The principle goal of education in the schools should be 

creating men and women who are capable of doing new 

things, not simply repeating what other generations have 

done; men and women who are creative, inventive and 

discoverers, who can be critical and verify, and not ac-

cept, everything they are offered. ~Jean Piaget 
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Monday - Friday: 7:15 – 3:45 

Sierra Phone Numbers:  (480) 

 

School Phone #  783-1100 

Health Office #  783-1184 

School Fax #  460-1203 

School Cafeteria # 783-1196 

Psychologist #  783-1185 

  

Attendance Reporting Line #: 

 783-1197 
When reporting  your child’s absence, 

please use our 24-hour attendance 

reporting line as listed above.            

Thank you. 

Tracey Pastor  Principal 

Dave Maloney  Assistant Principal 

Malia Euler   Psychologist 

Jackie Heisterkamp Secretary 

Kim Clithero  Office Clerk 

Cheryl Klepper  Health Assistant 

John Buckle  Lead Custodian  

 

Sierra Cafeteria & Recess Schedule 

 SIERRA PHONE NUMBERS  

& 

Office Hours 
Greetings from Sierra Cafeteria: 

Welcome Sierra families!  The computerized system 
will be used again for student lunch accounts. You 
may pay for as many lunches as you wish.  Please 
write your check to KYRENE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
and be sure to include your child’s name & 

teacher’s name on the check.  When your child has 
two lunches remaining, he will receive a reminder to 
send lunch money. If a child does not have money in 
his account and didn’t bring a lunch, we will give him 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich and a drink.  

 
If you have any questions about your child’s  
account don’t hesitate to call me at 783-1196.  Please 

don’t call between 10:30 and 12:30 as we are serving 
lunch.  Have a great year! 
    Lili Chong, Cafeteria Manager 

Lunch credits may be purchased in the 

cafeteria at Meet Your Teacher Night. 
 

Sierra School Cafeteria # 783 -1196  
 

LUNCH PRICES:  
 Student  Lunch  $2.00  
 Reduced   $  .40  
 Milk    $  .35  
 Adult    $2.85  

 

 

 

Kyrene Gifted Child Find 
 

Gifted students are defined as those who score at or above 

the 97th percentile on national norms in one or more of 

three areas-verbal reasoning, quantitative (math) reasoning, 

and nonverbal reasoning, on any State Board-approved 

test. 
 

Kyrene’s gifted program is designed to provide academic 

assistance to students who demonstrate instructional needs 

that are not normally addressed in the regular classroom. 

Kyrene makes testing available for students in grades K-8 

three times a year. Testing typically occurs in August, 

January, and March. 
 

Referrals for the gifted testing in kindergarten through 

eighth grade come from teachers, parents, and students. If 

you have a K-8 student and feel that your child might qual-

ify in one or more of the three assessed areas, or if you 

have any questions about referring your child, please talk 

with Hope Massar, the gifted resource teacher, or an ad-

ministrator at your child’s school.  Children must not have 

been tested within the past year. 
 

The next testing, at Sierra School, will take place late in 

August. If you would like your child tested, please contact 

Hope Massar (783-1125) or hmassa@kyrene.org by  

August 14th. 

Student Lunches  

  

  Recess Lunch  
Kindergarten  10:30 ð 10:50 10:50 ð 11:10 

4th  Grade 10:50 ð 11:10 11:10 ð 11:30 

2nd Grade 11:00 ð 11:20   11:20 ð 11:40 

3rd Grade 11:20 ð 11:40 11:40 ð 12:00 

1st Grade 11:40 ð 12:00 12:00 ð 12:20 

5th  Grade 11:50 ð 12:10 12:10 ð 12:30 

1st bell rings at 7:40 

Tardy bell rings at 7:45 
 Please Note:  Students are considered tardy if they are 

not in the care of their classroom teachers by 7:45.  Please 

make every effort to have your child on time and in school on 

a regular basis. 
  

 Grades 1 - 5 & All Day Kindergarten: 
  7:45 ï  2:35   Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 

 7:45 ï 12:35   Wednesday – Early Release Day 
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Thursday, August 6, 2009 

5:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
Meet Your Teacher is an informal opportunity for 

students to find their classrooms and to meet their 

teachers any time during the hours listed.  

Classroom assignments will be distributed to the 

parents in the multi-purpose room starting at 

5:00PM. 

      Please Note:  Bus Schedules will be 

available at Meet Your Teacher.   

 

 Sierra Bus Schedules 

  Sierra Staff List 
  2009/10 

 

Full -Day Kindergarten:  

 Mrs. Beth Anderson, Rm 4, 783-1104 

 Mrs. Lori El -Afandi, Rm 3, 783-1103 

 Mrs. Carolyn Payne, Rm 1, 783-1101 

 Mrs. Amy Williams , Rm 6, 783-1106 

 Mrs. Michelle Willis, Rm 2, 783 -1102 
  

1st Grade:  

 Mrs. Susan Boyd, Rm 12, 783-1112 

 Mrs. Wendy Hill, Rm 5, 783 -1105 

 Ms.  Mirka Kryl, Rm 9, 783 -1109 

 Ms. Janet Lockett , Rm 7, 783-1107 

 Mrs. Holly Martin, Rm 8, 783 -1108 
 

2nd Grade:  

 Ms. Brynn Carmichael, Rm 10, 783 -1110 

 Mrs. Lynsi Diedrick, Rm 19, 783 -1119 

 Mrs. Christine Greno, Rm 15, 783 -1115  

 Mrs. Mary Proulx , Rm 14, 783-1114 

 Mrs. Sujata Ryan, Rm 18, 783-1118 

 Mrs. Tammy Thaete, Rm 11, 783-1111 
  

3rd Grade:  

 Mrs. Mary Jacobs, Rm 16, 783-1116 

 Mrs. Linda Perrine, Rm 17, 783 -1117 

 Mrs. Debra Prather ,Rm 20, 783-1120 

 Mrs. Jeni Pfefferle , Rm 21, 783-1121 

 Mrs. Stacey White, Rm 13, 783-1113 
 

4th Grade:  

 Mr. David Hoye, Rm 29, 783-1129 

 Mr. Vico Guerrero, Rm 30, 783 -1130 

 Ms. Judy Semenuk, Rm 31, 783-1131 

 Mrs. Rhonda Wainwright, Rm 32, 783 -1132 

 

5th Grade:  
 Mrs. Sherry Baker, Rm 27, 783-1127 

 Mrs. Heidi Crouch, Rm 23, 783 -1123 

 Mrs. Theresa Shane, Rm 22, 783-1122 

 Mrs. Marissa Zebatto, Rm 24, 783-1124 

 

 

P.E.:  Mr. Rick Huntley/Ms. Michelle Stephens  
  

Music:  Mrs. Kathryn Ludeman  
      
Art:   Mrs. Barbara Maki -Tiede  
 

Gifted Resource:  Mrs. Hope Massar  
 

Resource:  Mrs. Angelita Guerrero  
         Mrs. Alexandra (Sandy) Larriva  
 

Speech:  Mrs. Jill Weaver  
 

Media Specialist:  Mrs. Ann Gavin  
 

Literacy Coach :  Mrs. Angela Stratton  
 

Math Coach: Mrs. Rae Miyasaki  
 

Psychologist:  Ms. Malia Euler  
 

Principal:  Ms. Tracey Pastor 

Assistant Principal:  Mr. Dave Maloney  

  
 

 

 

  The Kyrene Parent Portal 

  

  
 The Kyrene School District is implementing a  

Parent Portal.  This secure web-based system will allow  

parents to access and view a variety of information about 

their student(s).  Depending on the grade level, some of this 

information may include student absences, demographics, 

parent email address, etc.  The system will continue to evolve 

over time to include additional information.  Specific direc-

tions about the Kyrene Parent Portal, which will include your 

secure log-in and password,  will be provided to you during 

the first couple of weeks of school.  Please follow the 

instructions to be sure that everything works properly. 
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Health Steering Committee Openings for 
2009/2010 school year. 

 

The Health Steering Committee serves at the request of the 

Kyrene Governing Board primarily to consider issues re-

lated to curriculum and instruction of Strand 8 (Growth & 

Development) and Strand 9 (HIV/AIDS & STIs) of the Ex-

panded Health Curriculum. The committee, is made up of 

parents, community members, health professionals, teachers 

and administrators.  At this time there is a need for more 

parent representation on the committee.  

The major focus of the Health Steering Committee for the  

2009/2010 school year will be to review resources and mate-

rials to support the newly revised Strand 8 (Growth & De-

velopment) and Strand 9 (HIV/AIDS and STI’s).  From 

August through November the committee will be meeting 

twice a month on Mondays at the District Office from 4:45-

6:45p.m. 

If you have an interest in becoming a member of the com-

mittee or have questions about the work of the committee, 

please contact  Sue Yost, Health Curriculum Coordinator 

syost@kyrene.org  Phone (480-783-4118 ) or Carrie Furedy  

cfuredy@kyrene.org  (480-783-4124).  Additional informa-

tion about the Health Steering Committee can be accessed at 

the web site. 

http://www.kyrene.org/curriculum/health/HealthCommmittee/index.htm 

 

Requests for membership on the committee must be  

received by  August 20, 2009.  Please include your name, 

contact information, the ages of your children and the school 

they attend, and any other information that would be helpful 

as potential members are considered.  Should there be more 

people interested than the number of openings the decision 

will be made by lottery. 

                     Student Supply List 

 
You may view the Student Supply List by going to the 

Kyrene web page  for Sierra School and then open the 

link for Grade Level Supply Lists. 
http://www.kyrene.org/schools/sierra/ 

   

                   

Parents We Need Your Help 

 
Thank you for helping in the effort to reduce paper by 

using the electronic newsletter distribution.  Last  year we 

imposed upon our teachers to distribute the newsletter 

from their classroom email list.   

It has come to our attention that a more efficient method 

is in place.  We are asking for your help in implementing 

this process.  We would like every Sierra family to log on 

to the Kyrene home page at http://www.kyrene.org 

and click on the E-Subscribe to Newsletter  that is  

located in the lower right hand corner of the Kyrene home 

page.  Select publications of interest to you and check the 

box for Kyrene de la Sierra Elementary, enter your email 

and name then watch for the September LA SIERRA 

NEWS. 

To help you with this process we will have the computer 

lab open the evening of meet the teacher. 

____________________________________ 

Sierra School Supply List 09_10.pdf
http://www.kyrene.org
http://www.kyrene.org
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KYRENE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2009/2010 SCHOOL CALENDAR  
 

 August 6  Meet the Teacher ï 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

 August 10  First day of classes for students  

 

 September 7  Labor Day - Student/staff holiday 

 

 October 12 -16 Schools closed ï Fall Break  

 

 October 19  No School for students ï  

  Staff Development Day 

 

 Wednesday, November 11  Veterans Day - Student/staff holiday 

 

 

 Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday,  Thanksgiving break ï Schools Closed  

 November 25, 26, & 27    Student/staff holiday 

 

 

 December 21 ï January 1  Winter break  
  Schools closed ï Classes resume 1/4/09 
      

 January 18  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

    Student/staff holiday 

 

 February 15  Presidents Day  

    Student/staff holiday 

  

 Monday -Friday,  Spring break  

 March 15 - 19   Schools closed 

 

 

 April 2  Schools closed  

 

 May 27 Last day of classes for students  

 

 

Start and Release Times ----2009/2010 

 

Grades 1 ï 5 & Full Day Kindergarten:   7:45 ï 2:35 Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri.  

7:45 to 12:35 Wednesday  

          (Early Release Day)  

 


