
September, 2009 
 

 

Our Goal 

Every student will meet or exceed state standards in reading, 

writing and math.  The responsibility is MINE! 
We are Niños School!  

We are college bound!  

 No Excuses!  

Dear Niños Parents and Families, 

 

At the end of last school year our school was selected as the 50th No Excuses University in the United States and 

the first No Excuses University in the greater Phoenix area.  This is quite an honor!  As a No Excuses University 

we believe that every student deserves the opportunity to be educated in a way that prepares them for college, if 

they choose to attend. 

We support this belief by exposing students to university requirements, college vocabulary, and everyday discus-

sions about being college ready. Our teachers have adopted a university/college that provides powerful symbolism 

that is seen in our school’s hallways and in their classrooms.  The universities and colleges support our teachers by 

sending spirit items, university information, college enrollment information, motivational letters and guest  

speakers. 

As a No Excuses University our students and staff wear their NEU University T-shirts every Monday and their 

University apparel (T-shirt or University colors) every Friday.  A No Excuses Parent Forum will be held on Tues-

day, September 15, 2009 where you will learn more about our No Excuses University, how you can support our 

school wide efforts and receive your child’s NEU Monday T-shirt. In order to accommodate various work sched-

ules the NEU Parent Forums will be offered at 8:00 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 15, 

2009. A flyer will be sent one week prior reminding you of this important meeting. 

The Niños staff continues to make measureable changes in the way that we conduct our work and in making public 

our commitments about how we go about doing that work. Beliefs and ideas that were once summed up in mission 

statements and vision statements are now found in our pledge and in our one student goal: 

Our Pledge 
“We are committed to creating a school that knows no limits to the academic success of each child.” 

Our One Goal 
―Every student will meet or exceed state standards in reading, writing, and math.  

The responsibility is MINE!” 

―Our Commitment‖ poster proudly hangs in our front office. Much more than words, charts, and pictures, this 

document keeps us all moving in the same direction. By working together we can help our students achieve their 

dreams! 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. GdC 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

**Curriculum Night, Thursday, September 3rd** 
Kindergarten           6:00 pm       Room W-11 
1st Grade           6:00 pm         Library 
2nd Grade           6:00 pm         Conference Room 
5th Grade           6:00 pm         MPR 

**  Please note:  Curriculum Night for Grades  3 and 4 was combined with Meet Your 

Teacher on August 6th. 



Niños P.E. News 
 
Coyotes P.E. August 2009.  Welcome back 
students and parents!!!! Our P.E. classes will 
be filled with many old and new activities this 
year. As usual we will include our Intro, Fit-
ness, Lesson and Game. These four aspects 
are a part of each P.E. lesson. I am excited 
for a new lesson this year; golf. I have brand 
new golf equipment that we will be using at 
some point during the second half of the 
year. We will learn to chip and putt. I hope 
you all had a wonderful summer break! 
    
            Yours in fitness,  
           Coach Crane 

 
  

 
This Month in Music: 
   
Kindergarten is continuing to 
blast through their ABC sounds in rhyme as 
well as learning the importance of moving to 
music. 
  
1

st
 grade is working with Hickory Dickory 

Dock and Traffic Lights. They are also work-
ing on Borduns. 
  
2nd grade is working with pulse, contour, vo-
cal and mallet technique and phrase length. 
  
3

rd
 grade is also working with pulse, contour, 

vocal and mallet technique and phrase 
length. 
  
4

th
 grade is working on the canon/round, syn-

copation, lines/spaces and mallet technique. 

 
5

th
 grade is working on pulse, phrase, rondo, 

ostinato and mallet technique. 

From the Art Rooméééé 

1st grade 

1st graders have been busy drawing from a bug’s eye view.  They drew what they thought an insect might see while 

crawling through the grass. 

 2nd grade 

Students studied the rainforest and we looked at many pictures of birds, insects, and  reptiles found in the  

rainforest.  2nd graders chose a bird to focus on for their drawing and then added other details to represent the  

rainforest. 

 3rd grade 

Students are drawing sea creatures with a focus on showing space by overlapping and making objects look as if they 

are going off the page.  Watercolors are used to paint. 

 4th grade  

Students looked at many examples of Navajo weavings.  The designs were incorporated into blankets worn by Native 

Americans in a desert landscape.  Watercolors are used to paint. 

 5th grade 

5th grade students studied Japanese Notan Designs.  This cut-paper form of art has a focus on positive and negative 

space.  Students were challenged to create interesting negative space. 

        Jennifer Pooler 

 

********************************************************** 

 Mrs. Strong’s art classes will begin the year creating artwork with lines. Fourth and Fifth grade classes will 

be doing contour line drawings. They will be looking closely at objects and drawing the lines that create the shape of 

the object -  contour lines. The third grade classes will be using lines to create a background for a still life painting.  

The second grade classes will create a non-objective painting with lines. A non-objective painting does not represent 

anything from the real world. They will also use lines to create a landscape painting.  The first grade classes will ex-

plore different kinds of lines and create a painting with them. They will also use different kinds of lines to draw pic-

tures of their families. 



What to Do if You Get the Flu  
Lots of people get the flu, but what can you do to help protect yourself? Here are some tips to help you prepare for 

the upcoming flu season that may be starting as early as September.  

Drink lots of liquids, like water, chicken broth, and other fluids. 

Get plenty of sleep. Keep resting by doing a quiet activity such as reading a book. 

If you’re feeling achy, have an adult administer medicine, but avoid aspirin. It can cause a rare but serious 

illness called Reye Syndrome. 

Wear layers of clothing. You might be cold one minute and hot the next, so if you wear layers you’re able to 

pull your favorite sweatshirt on and off when you’re hot or cold. 

Most important step WASH WASH WASH those hands! This is your best defense against the germs that 

cause the flu. By washing your hand frequently, not only will you increase your chances of NOT getting 

the flu, but it is also a good hygiene 

 practice. Remember not to share your cups or eating utensils  

with others to avoid spreading germs. 

If you have further questions regarding the upcoming flu season, please contact your doctor or visit the  

Arizona Dept. of Health Services website at www.azdhs.gov.       

        Deana Contreras 

        Niños Health Office 

Health Steering Committee openings for the 2009 ï 2010 school year. 
The Health Steering Committee serves at the request of the Kyrene Governing Board primarily to consider issues 

related to curriculum and instruction of Strand 8 (Growth & Development) and Strand 9 (HIV/AIDS & STIs) of the 

Expanded Health Curriculum.    The committee is made up of parents, community members, health professionals, 

teachers and administrators. At this time there is a need for more parent representation on the committee. 

 

The major focus of the Health Steering Committee for the 2009-2010 school year will be to review resources and 

materials to support the newly revised Strand 8 (Growth & Development) and Strand 9 (HIV/AIDS and STI’s).  

From August through November the committee will be meeting twice a month on Mondays at the District Office 

from 4:45 – 6:45 p.m. 

 

If you have an interest in becoming a member of the committee or have questions about the work of the committee 

please contact Sue Yost, Health Curriculum Coordinator syost@kyrene.org  (480-783-4118) or Carrie Furedy 

cfuredy@kyrene.org (480-783-4124). Additional information about the Health Steering Committee can be accessed 

at the following web site. http://www.kyrene.org/curriculum/health/HealthCommittee/index.htm 

Requests for membership on the committee must be received by August 20, 2009.  Please include your name, con-

tact information, the ages of your children and the school they attend, and any other information that would be 

helpful as potential members are considered.  Should there be more people interested than the number of openings 

the decision will be made by lottery. 

Birthday/Invitations/Class Parties 
Parents love to celebrate their child’s birthday and we encourage that you do this, but not at school. This in-

cludes the distribution of balloons, candy, cakes, cupcakes, donuts and cookies. We don’t want you to go 

through the expense of purchasing these items. This also protects instructional time. (In addition invitations to 

parties may not be distributed at school.) 

 

 Classroom parties will be held four times a year. Your child’s teacher will inform you of these special 

events.  Classroom teachers will send you a list of suggested items. When planning for these classroom par-

ties/celebrations, state law requires that no home cooked food be distributed to students during school hours. 

This practice is intended to protect students from the spread of communicable disease. 

http://www.azdhs.gov
mailto:syost@kyrene.org
mailto:cfuredy@kyrene.org
http://www.kyrene.org/curriculum/health/HealthCommittee/index.htm


Parent ï Superintendent Council - August 18, 2009 
The Parent ï Superintendent Council (PSC) is a group that consists of representatives from all of the 
schools in Kyrene.  The purpose of the group, past and current agendas and minutes are posted on the 
PSC website (www.kyrene.org/psc).  This was the first meeting of the new school year for the group and 
a few changes were discussed.  These include a change in meeting time which will now be from 10:00-
11:30 once a month at assigned schools.  Also, a representative from each region will help plan meet-
ings and provide guidance for the work of PSC.  Several topics of interest were discussed at the meet-
ing.  Kyrene is celebrating the results from the AIMS test as the district went from 17 to 25 Excelling 
schools.  The district does have some issues related to Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and appropri-
ate actions are being taken to address this.  Class sizes this year are a bit larger in some cases due to 
reductions in state funding, although Kyrene has some of the best class sizes in Maricopa County.  Con-
struction projects on 8 campuses are proceeding smoothly as portable classrooms are replaced with 
permanent additions to school buildings.  This work is possible because voters approved a bond elec-
tion several years ago that provides funding for capital projects such as construction.  A parent portal 
will soon be available to parents and information about students will be available on-line.  More informa-
tion will be shared about this in the near future.  
 

 The next meeting is September 15, 2009 from 10:00-11:30 at Kyrene Middle School. 

Kyrene Music and Fine Arts Association Seeks Volunteers 

 

The Executive Board of the Kyrene Music and Fine Arts Association (KMFA) is requesting parents 

and community members that are supportive of the fine arts programs, to step forward and volunteer your time.  

After nearly 15 years of service a few of the board members have retired.  Openings are available for Corporate 

Secretary, Administrative Assistant, and Vice Chair. Do these positions sound difficult?  They’re not!  Sound 

time consuming?  They’re not! It is estimated that volunteers need to be willing to assist about 2 hours per 

month. One hour is to attend the monthly KMFA meeting and there is sometimes an additional hour, per month, 

to fulfil the association’s mission.    

 

If you can find the time to help with any of these positions, please contact Stephanie Angelo, KMFA Chairper-

son at 480-783-4095, or at Stephanie@hressential.com. Ms. Angelo is available to answer questions about what 

it means to be an active member of KMFA and would be happy to talk with you about this wonderful association 

and the upcoming projects. 

2009-2010 Asbestos Notification 
This notice is in compliance with 40 CFR Part 763.93 (g) (4). 

 
While we do not have an asbestos issue in Kyrene, per the United States Environmental Protection 
Agencyôs ñAsbestos Hazard Emergency Response Actò [(AHERA) 40CFR Part 763], every school dis-
trict must have a plan in place to deal with potential issues. Please be advised that an Asbestos Inspec-
tion Report and Management Plan has been developed for each school and building in the Kyrene 
School District. 
  
The Principal at each school maintains a copy of the Asbestos Management Plan in the Administrative 
Office, and the plan is also available for review at each school during normal school hours. Additionally, 
a copy of each plan is kept by the Facilities Department at 8700 S. Kyrene Road, Tempe, AZ 85284, as 
well as being available in PDF format on our website at:: 
http://www.kyrene.org/facilities/asbestos/index.htm.   If you have questions or concerns regarding 
Kyreneôs plan, please contact Mr. Giacomo (Jack) Musella, Facilities Supervisor. 
  
To keep the plan current, as required by the U.S.E.P.A., a complete survey and inspection of all Kyrene 
schools is conducted every six months by properly-trained and accredited individuals.  

http://www.kyrene.org/psc
mailto:Stephanie@hressential.com


Dear Families, 
When I was pregnant with my daughter, 7 years ago, I signed up for an on-line newsletter from baby cen-
ter.  Turns out, even when your baby grows up they continue to send you articles!  Just last week I re-
ceived an excellent article on 10 Ways to boost your childôs self esteem.  Iôm excited to be able to share 
with you the first two suggestions.  Look for more ideas to come!  Your childôs self esteem plays a very 
crucial role in their success at school.  Think about two ways you can show an extra amount of love and 
attention to your child(ren) this week.   
 
Give unconditional love. A child's self-esteem flourishes with the kind of no-strings-attached devotion that says, 
"I love you, no matter who you are or what you do." Your child benefits the most when you accept him for who he 
is regardless of his strengths, difficulties, temperament, or abilities. So, lavish him with love. Give him plenty of 
cuddles, kisses, and pats on the shoulder. And don't forget to tell him how much you love him. When you do have 
to correct your child, make it clear that it's his behavior ð not him ð that's unacceptable. For instance, instead of 
saying, "You're a naughty boy! Why can't you be good?" say, "Please don't throw the football in the house. A foot-
ball is an outside toy." 
 
Pay attention. Carve out time to give your child your undivided attention. That does wonders for your child's feel-
ings of self-worth because it sends the message that you think he's important and valuable. It doesn't have to take 
a lot of time; it just means taking a moment to stop flicking through the mail if he's trying to talk with you or turning 
off the TV long enough to answer a question. Make eye contact so it's clear that you're really listening to what he's 
saying. When you're strapped for time, let your child know it without ignoring his needs. Say, "Tell me all about 
what happened at soccer practice, and then when you're finished, I'll need to make our dinner."   
       Tina Schuler 
       Behavior Coach 

Dear Niños Families, 
  

 My name is Karen Schwartz and I am thrilled to be the 
new Math Coach at Kyrene de los Niños.  I come to this role with 20 
years experience teaching elementary school children.  After gradu-
ating from the University of Illinois at Chicago, I taught 2nd grade for 
four years.  Then I moved to Arizona and taught for 16 years at 
Kyrene de la Esperanza (2nd, 3rd and 4th grades).  I have also 
earned my masters degree in educational leadership from Northern 
Arizona University and have teaching endorsements in Structured 
English Immersion and early childhood education.  I am a firm be-
liever in being a life-long learner; enjoy learning and growing in my 
profession.  I am so excited to share my enthusiasm for teaching 
and love of learning with the Niños community. 

This is such an exciting time for mathematics instruction 
in our district.  Teachers have a newly adopted math curriculum, 
comprehensive resources to use within the classrooms, and a 
wealth of professional development opportunities.  Iôm excited to be 
here as another resource for teachers and students.  The enthusi-
asm and energy at this No Excuses University energizes me as I 
travel throughout the campus.  I look forward to working with the 
amazing staff and students at Ni¶os this year and Iôm excited to 
share our math journey with you each month. 

  
Karen Schwartz 
Niños Math Coach 
480-783-3101 

Social Workerôs Corneréééé 
 
Caring is being kind, helpful and generous 
to everyone. Caring people are not selfish; 
they are considerate and always think about 
how their conduct affects others. They 
have compassion and empathy; they care 
how others feel and they are charitable and 
forgiving. They do good deeds without 
thought of reward. 
 
Model caring behavior for your  
childrené 
 
Offer your help to those in need. Involve 
your children in writing thank you and get 
well cards.  Share why caring for others is 
important to you.  Perform random acts of 
kindness on a regular basis! 
 
Khalid Jenkins 
Niños Social Worker 



Coyote Reading Cornerééé. 

Niños Media Center News 

We are off to a great start in our library!  Students are checking out many wonderful 

books! Please help your child remember to bring their books back every week.  Students in Grades 

3-5 are learning about Destiny, our library circulation system, during library lessons.   

Did you know you can access Destiny at home?  Just go to our Ninos Homepage, http://

www.kyrene.org/schools/ninos/ , and click on the word ôDestinyõ and you will be able to search our 

library collection at home.  Very Cool! 

Computer Lab News 

Students come to the computer lab once during the week during their scheduled computer 

lab time.  Often they will come for additional time to finish projects.   

New this yearé.we had a new image added to all the computers.  We received new and up-

dated programs.  

   Kyrene de los Niños Media Specialists,  

   Sara Berns & Holly Johnson  

Read-Aloud Enjoyment 

Some of the best times with your child may be when you share a story.  Get the most out of reading aloud with 

these three easy tips: 

Hold the book so your youngster can see the words and pictures while you’re reading.  Run your finger under 

the text, or point to interesting things in the illustrations. 

Take your time and don’t rush the story.  Your child can tell if you’re in a hurry.  Reading slowly will help 

you read clearly—and give you and your youngster more time together. 

Don’t be afraid to stop reading a book if your child doesn’t seem interested.  Have a backup selection ready so 

read-aloud can continue. 

     Happy reading! 
     Submitted by Kim Mason and Jonna Harness, Niños Reading Coaches 

Kyrene Parent Portal 
The Kyrene School District is implementing a Parent Portal.  This secure web-based system will al-

low parents to access and view a variety of information about their student(s).  Depending on the 

grade level, some of this information may include student absences, demographics, parent email ad-

dress, etc.  The system will continue to evolve over time to include additional information.  Specific 

directions about the Kyrene Parent Portal which will include your secure log-in and password, will be 

mailed to you during the first few weeks of school  Please follow the instructions to be sure that  

everything works properly.  

 

Have you subscribed to our school e-mail list?  If not, please do so ASAP. 

 http://www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/list/index.htm 
Choose school newsletter/communications for Kyrene de los Niños. 

  

Playground Lunchtime Supervisor Opening 
Please call 480-783-3100 for information regarding this great opportunity! 

http://www.kyrene.org/schools/ninos/
http://www.kyrene.org/schools/ninos/

