
October, 2009 
 

 

Our Goal 

Every student will meet or exceed state standards in reading, 

writing and math.  The responsibility is MINE! 
We are Niños School!  

We are college bound!  

 No Excuses!  

Dear Parents, 

We will make special efforts to reduce the amount of paper that we send home that has a negative impact on the 

environment and will greatly reduce our printing costs.  Our monthly parent newsletter, College Bound Connec-

tion, will be sent to families via email on the last day of every month starting on November 1st.  School flyers will 

also be sent via email to our families. 

 

We are aware that not all families have access to a computer or to the internet.  Families are asked to complete and 

return the form found at the bottom of this page no later than Friday, October 9, 2009. We will make sure to send 

copies of our monthly newsletter and our flyers home to each family. 

 

If you have already subscribed to our school email list, thank you. If you have not yet subscribed, please do so as soon 
as possible at http://www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/list/index.htm Choose school newsletter/communications for 
Kyrene de los Niños. Thank you for your support! 
 

Sincerely, 

Ana C. Gomez del Castillo, Ed.D. 

Principal 

************************************************************** 

Kyrene Parent Portal 
The Kyrene School District has implemented a Parent Portal. This secure web-based system allows par-
ents to access and view a variety of information about their student(s). Depending on the grade level, 
some of this information may include student absences, demographics, parent email addresses, etc. 
The system will continue to evolve over time to include additional information. At the beginning of Sep-
tember, specific directions about the Kyrene Parent Portal, which included your secure log-in and pass-
word, was mailed to you in a self-sealing envelope. If you have not logged on yet, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. Please follow the instructions to be sure that everything works properly. If you 
have misplaced the mailer or did not receive one, please send an email to sis@kyrene.org. A link to Par-
ent Portal Frequently Asked Questions is available by clicking on Parent Center in the lower left-hand 
corner of the District home page. 

     ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I am unable to subscribe to the Niños email list on the internet. I/we understand that only 1 copy of this 

correspondence will be sent home. Please send copies of the monthly newsletters and flyers home with 

my oldest or only child. 

Childôs name         ____________________________ 

Teacher                   ____________________________ 

mailto:sis@kyrene.org


Niños P.E. News 
 
   P.E. at Niños seems to be flying by. Within the next 

two weeks we will be covering football. We will learn 

how to properly throw, catch, and carry a football. The 

skills we learn in  football will help with a game we 

will play later in the year.  It is called Capture the 

Football.  We cone off a large rectangle in the field. 

There are cones in the middle of the field to split it in 

half. At each end of the field will be a hula hoop with 

four footballs for each team. One team wears yellow 

flags, the other red. The object is to bring a football 

from one team and put the captured football in your 

teamôs hoop. If your flag is pulled you spend time in 

jail until a team mate rescues you. Capture the football 

is a fun fast paced game that all students enjoy. 

 

    

                  Yours in fitness,  

                  Coach Crane 

 

    
  

 
This Month in Music:  
This month in music: 
  
Kindergarten is continuing to blast through their ABC sounds in 
rhyme as well as learning the importance of moving to music. 
  
1st grade will be working on some fabulous October songs that 
will be teaching them about ta, titi and rests. They are also 
working on Borduns. 
  
2nd grade is finding many ways to explore ostinatos in both 
major and minor keys as well as learning about and performing 
dynamic markings. 
  
3rd grade has a new thing on their plateéthe whole note rest!!! 
They will also be playing the many songs that employ a cross-
over bordun. 
  
4th grade will be starting question and answer on their record-
ers, using body percussion and ostinatos. 
  
5th grade will be conducting in 4, learning the minor scale, B, A, 
G and E on the recorder, major/minor canons and dynamic 
markings. 

  Mr. Rogers 

  Music Teacher 

From the Art Rooméééé 

1st grade students are working on watercolor painting techniques.  We are doing what is called ñwet-on-wetò where 

we use wet paint directly on wet paper.  Students loved seeing the paint flow and colors mix.  Students also learned 

about warm and cool colors.  Each student drew a cat that they painted with either warm or cool colors. 

 

2nd grade students are painting cityscapes at night.  We used stencils to create city buildings.  Students made reflec-

tions in the water below the buildings. 

 

3rd grade students are making Japanese fish kites.  In Japan the Childrenôs Day Festival happens on the 5th of 

May.  On Childrenôs Day carp made of paper or cloth are hung on bamboo poles outside every home. It is a day set 

aside to respect children's personalities and to celebrate their happiness.   Students made their own carp out of tissue 

paper.  Designs were added using the art element of line. 

 

4th grade students are finishing up their landscape paintings.  Next students will make their own loom to begin weav-

ing with yarn. 

 

5th grade students are painting aspen trees.  Warm colors were used to create the leaves on the trees. 

 

********************************************************** 

 During the month of October Mrs. Strongôs fifth grade art classes will be creating gesture sculptures with 

pipe cleaners. They will also be learning about the positive and negative space in a composition and creating a draw-

ing focusing on the negative space. Fourth grade classes will be completing Arizona landscapes with starry night 

skies.  The third grade classes will be learning about Northwest Native American art and creating a collage using the 

traditional shapes and colors of the Northwest Native art.  The second grade classes will be learning how to use 

shapes to draw animals.   The first grade classes will be creating artwork using shapes and patterns. 



Give an Assist to Planet Earth 

Recycle your Used Athletic Shoes 

 

The City of Tempe, Arizona Recycling Coalition and Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program announce a school collection 

drive to be held from September 8-December 14, 2009.  All brands of athletic shoes are being collected and then 

recycled into a material that's used in athletic surfaces like soccer and football fields, basketball and tennis 

courts, and tracks.  Nike will then donate these surfaces to communities participating in the program as part of 

their commitment to get kids moving, to regenerate excitement around recycling, and to divert waste from land-

fills.  

 

A recycling bin has been placed on our campus for community access.  In order for this drive to be a success, the 

city requests that bins be filled with  athletic shoes only and that donors remove all metal eyelets from the shoes. 

Additionally, we are not able to accept dress shoes or sandals or shoes that have cleats or spikes. 

Kyrene Kids Club Early Learning Centers  

Tell your friends and neighbors é Kyrene has options for toddlers, 3 and 4 year olds!  If youôre 
looking for a different approach to child care, try Kyrene Kids Club Early Learning Centers.  Our 
programs help children learn through play-based activities.  Daily progress reports are provided 
about your childôs growth in many cognitive, physical and social skill areas. Full and half-day op-
tions available.  Hereôs what one mom says:  ñEvery time I drop my child off at Kids Club, the staff 
members are smiling as they greet us. My children have learned so much from the engaging, age-
appropriate activities that are planned throughout the day.ò  Go to www.kyrene.org/childcare or call 

480-783-7314 for more information.  

Niños Site Base Council Minutes 

September 8, 2009 
AGENDA: 
    
1. Getting Started    . 
2. SIP     

3. Safety                     . 
4. Communication    

5. Tax Credit   .   

6. New business   

7. Self Assessment   

8. Agenda (next month)  

9. Celebrations! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:  October 4, 2009 

 
AGENDA: 
 

1.  Tax Credit Budget 
2. School Improvement Plan (update) 
3. Title I (update) 
4. Safety (Parent drop off/pick up) 
5. Communication 

a.  Construction 

b.  PTA/Superintendentôs Council 

6. New Business 
7. Self Assessment  
8. Celebrations! 

http://www.kyrene.org/childcare


Dear Parents: 
Every year a number of students become ill because of exposure to other children in the class-
room. To help you make decisions about whether or not to send your child to school, we have 
put together the following list of indicators. If your child displays any of these symptoms, it is 
important to keep your child at home. If the symptoms persist, you may choose to contact your 
doctor. 
 

1. Fever over 100.5 degrees: A child should be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to 
school. 

2. Persistent cough. 
3. Sore throat with fever and/or white spots on the throat. 
4. Rash with fever illness, such as chicken pox, measles, etc. 
5. Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea. 
6. Red, itchy and draining eyes: If conjunctivitis or ñpink eyeò is diagnosed, the child must be 

on medication for 24 hours before returning to school. 
7. Prolonged headache and stomachache. 
8. Swelling or pain at a level that may interfere with learning. 
9. Earache. 
10. Toothache. 
11. Head lice: A child must remain at home until treated with medicated lice shampoo and all 

the nits are removed. Please notify the school health office. 
 
Please contact the Health Office for any questions. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Deana Contreras 
Niños Health Office 
(480) 783-3184 

Influenza News 
 

Influenza (including H1N1) is a respiratory virus spread by coughing/sneezing and direct contact with nasal and 

throat secretions of infected persons.  The CDC has reported widespread influenza activity in Arizona.  Kyrene con-

tinues to follow the advice of the Maricopa County Health Department.  In September, Kyrene sent a letter home 

with all students informing you that we will notify a school community when 10% of the school population is absent 

due to flu like symptoms. Education and prevention are the best ways to control the spread of influenza.  As a parent 

you can do the following: 

Talk to your medical provider about getting flu vaccines (both the seasonal and H1N1 vaccines) for your family. 

 Recognize symptoms of the flu---fever 100 or greater and sore throat, cough, body aches, headache, fatigue, 

vomiting or diarrhea. 

Keep your child home if they are sick, and keep them at home until fever-free for 24 hours without fever-

reducing medicine. 

Practice good hygiene 

review hand washing with soap and water and/or use alcohol-based hand sanitizers  

cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze ; cough/sneeze into your elbow 

(not your hands) 

Keep your emergency contact numbers current and have a back-up plan if you are unable to pick-up or be with a 

sick child at home. 

Stay informed about the flu.  Information is available at www.kyrene.org and www.StopTheSpreadAZ.org and 

www.flu.gov.  

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to minimize the spread of influenza in our community.  

http://www.kyrene.org
http://www.StopTheSpreadAZ.org
http://www.flu.gov


Over the next few newsletters, I will be featuring some practical and excellent suggestions for handling 
sassiness or back talk.  Here are the first two ideas.  All the the excerpts are taken from the BabyCen-
ter.com website.  You can go to this website yourself as well and type in many different areas of par-
enting for easy to practice ideas to support your parenting goals! 
  

What to do about back talk 
Keep your composure. Don't overreact to your child's mouthing off or get into a power 

struggle over his choice of words or his tone. And, of course, never respond in kind. The best 

way to teach your grade-schooler to speak respectfully is to do so yourself. So tell him, "I 

think you can find a better way to say that." A knee-jerk "Don't you talk to me that way, you 

little brat!," on the other hand, won't set a very good example, and will add to his frustration. 

 

Turn a deaf ear. If your grade-schooler's suddenly turned nasty, don't negotiate, compromise, 

or even discuss his opinion with him, which will only reinforce the behavior. If, for instance, 

you're sharing a lively game of Go Fish and he spits out, "This sucks!" when his lucky streak 

ends, tell him that you won't play with him unless he talks nicely. If he continues to sass, 

make good on your promise and end the game immediately (no more chances!). Leave the 

room, and tell him, "We'll talk when you're ready to be nice." 

Tina Schuler 

Behavior Coach 

 Greetings Niños Families, 
 Now that the school year is well underway, children have 

been learning many mathematical concepts and strategies to help 
them become better mathematicians and problem solvers.  But 
there are so many teachable moments that take place outside the 
classroom, in our daily routines, that reinforce what your children 
are learning in school.  Here are just a few ways your family can 
reinforce the math skills your child is learning in school by engaging 
in a conversation about the math connections that occur  in your 
every day routines.  Here are just a few ideas: 

Following schedules and going on errands:  we read calen-
dars  and  tell time, compute how far locations 
are in miles and how long it will take to travel 
there and back home in hours and minutes 

Shopping:  we estimate the cost of items, count and add 
money and compute the change we receive 

Cooking:  we measure ingredients and cook/bake for a cer-
tain amount of time 

Eating out at restaurants: we compare prices, estimate cost, 
calculate the amount the meal will cost and find 
percentages for tax and tip 

Playing games:  we use strategy and solve problems, keep 
score and compute sums and  

 differences 
Each and every day there are opportunities to make math 

connections in the world around us.  This is a wonderful way to 
engage in family conversations, that are rich in math vocabulary, 
and help to make connections between what is taught in the class-
room and how it is used in everyday life.  Enjoy! 

 
Karen Schwartz 
Niños Math Coach 

Responsibility is doing what you are sup-
posed to do. Responsible people think 
ahead, set reasonable goals, control their 
tempers and always do their best. They 
don't give up easily, especially 
when others are counting on them. They 
are accountable for the 
consequences of their choices; they don't 
blame others for their mistakes. 
You are teaching responsibility to your 
children when you: 
Think before you act. Consider the con-
sequences for yourself and others. 
Be accountable. Take responsibility for 
the consequences of your actions. 
Be reliable. Always perform your duties. 
Set a good example in what you say and 
do. 
Do your best! Make everything you do 
worthy of pride. 
Stick to it! Meet your responsibilities even 
when it is difficult 
 
Khalid Jenkins 
Niños Social Worker 



Coyote Reading News  

    News from the Media Center 

HOME READING PROGRAM 

Starts Oct. 1st 

 Sponsored by Niños PTA  

 

Look for the GREEN October calendar and flyer that came home last week.  Record the minutes 

you read at home and turn them in at the end of the month. We have some great prizes includ-

ing; a free book for everyone who turns in a calendar, giveaways on the morning announcements, 

and best of all lunch with Dr. GdC if you read 50 hours or more!  

Remember any READING counts, whether it is part of your homework, cuddling up with Mom or 

Dad, or snuggling up with a great book and reading on your own, just record the minutes each 

night on your calendar!  We know our Niños students love to read, so why not be part of our 

Home Reading Program! 

Scholastic BOOK FAIR Coming 

October 26nd-30th 

Flyer coming after Fall Break 

Volunteers needed! 

PLEASE call 783-3120 to help with the Book Fair! 
            Librarians, Sara Berns & Holly Johnson 

How Can Dads Help? 
I was reading an article the other day that quoted what dads are doing to help their children learn to read.  Their stories 

are inspirational and I am including one that I think is especially thoughtful. 

 

ñWhen I read to my children I try to make it theatrical.  I try to put something into it to make it more enjoyable.  I would 

call it trying to get them to imagine that theyôre actually there.  I work on their imagination.  You can see excitement in 

their faces. 

 

We generally try to read at least one book apiece for each one of the girls.  So they each end up getting two books read 

to them in one night.  We havenôt actually sat down and read to the baby yet.  But heôs in the room. 

 

I know that for myself, reading to the girls has helped me read better.  I was never one for reading.  I didnôt really like to 

read a lot.  In the automotive business weôre in, we do research.  You have to be able to read the manual.  If youôre try-

ing to diagnose a problem, or anything, a wiring diagram, you have to read.  Thatôs all the ability you really need to 

know well to learn how to do anything.  You can be able to wire a light fixture, or put in a furnace or whateverðbuild a 

house, build a boat. 

 

My kindergartner is wanting longer books now.  Itôs okay to read that five-page book you can get done in two minutes 

but sheôd rather sit for half an hour and listen to an entire story.  Then sheôll say, ñWell, Iôm going to read this book.ò  

Sheôll just sit there, looking at the pictures more than reading the book but sheôll study it page after page.  Iôve seen her a 

couple of times in the morning asleep with a book lying across her chest.ò 

 

Written by Mark. ( Antique car restorer, father of three: 6 months, 3 years, 5 years old) 



Student Council Reps / Officers 2009-10 

 
Congratulations to the new Student Council officers and representatives.  

We look forward to a great year doing great things for our school!                              

Reps: 
 

Grade  1 Briggs   Stella Speridon  

  Lopez   Alexis Higuera 

  Santillian  Victor Solano  

  Wallbrecht  Daniella Matuz  

Grade 2  Kostich   Samantha Alday Alt.  Isaiah Rapp  

  Miller   Jayla Castro  Alt.  Autumn Miller 

  Mason/Berns  Neso Djuric Alt.   Neveah Rivas 

  Wagner   Jennifer Steele Alt.  Micah Willingham 

Grade 3  Callahan  Gyanna Jackson / Finn Boyle 

  Reithmann  Kyle Kallstedt / Deija Valenzuela 

  Rethman  Jordan Moore /  Danielle Mumma 

Grade 4  Kircher   Destiny Lewis,  Shazer Thwaits,  Iyana Hall 

  Kistemann  Angelica Haszinger,  Eva Marks 

  Roberts   Shawneya Jackson,  Sunny Ozuna,  Ananya Jain 

Grade 5  Espinoza  Karina Altamirano,  Hannah Myers,  Jasmin Muniz 

Griffin   Christian Trevino,  Janica Espinosa,  Destry Frazier 

  Herbst          Anne Osman,  Carly Riethmann,  DeôJa Jackson                 

 

 

Officers: President:                        Kamryn  Willingham 

                             Secretary:              Anansa Keaton 

                             Treasurer:               Jonathan Cruz    

                             Historians:                Diana Parra &  Liyah Lomas  

Your $400 tax credit 

donation could... 
provide students with Bully Prevention, 

Drug Abuse Awareness Presentations, 

or help students attend extracurricular 

activities like athletics, art and music programs, 

character education and field trips. 

These programs develop well-rounded students 

who in turn build strong communities. 
Donate at your local Kyrene school 

or the Kyrene District Office                                           : 

8700 S. Kyrene Road, Tempe 85284 

Mon - Fri 8:30am to 4:30pm 
State law allows a maximum tax credit of $400 per joint tax return 

or $200 for individuals. Must submit school receipt with taxes. 

Create our future one child at a time. 

www.kyrene.org/taxcredit or, call 480-783-4060 


