We are Niiios School! Every student will meet or exceed state standards in reading,

We are college bound!

No Excuses! writing and math. The responsibility is MINE!

November, 2009

Dear Parents,

Who’'s going to college? Our Nifios students a
(NEU) we believe that talking and planning for college begins at the elementary school level.

We have planned a special evening for you and your child(ren) to begin learning together about

the many choices that are available when choosing a university or college. We have invited

both in state and out of state university /college admission representatives to our first College
Fair Night.

Qur evening will get started at 6:00 p. m. wit
ramada. Families arriving for dinner will be entered into a drawing for gift cards and baskets.
Families will then have an opportunity to visit the various college/university tables from 6:30 —

7:15 p. m. in our school’” s MPR. Each coll ege/ u
questions and also have special items that will be given away. The drawings for the gift cards,
baskets and college/university items wil/ beg
miss out!

Sincerely,

Ana C. Gomez del Castillo, Ed.D.
Principal

LR R R S S S TR L S R R R R R S S R TR R SR S SR R R SR R R TR SR R S R TR S SR R R R S S S R R S S R R TR S S R R R

Kyrene Parent Portal
The Kyrene School District has implemented a Parent Portal. This secure web-based system allows par-
ents to access and view a variety of information about their student(s). Depending on the grade level,
some of this information may include student absences, demographics, parent email addresses, etc.
The system will continue to evolve over time to include additional information. At the beginning of Sep-
tember, specific directions about the Kyrene Parent Portal, which included your secure log-in and pass-
word, was mailed to you in a self-sealing envelope. If you have not logged on yet, please do so at your
earliest convenience. Please follow the instructions to be sure that everything works properly. If you
have misplaced the mailer or did not receive one, please send an email to sis@kyrene.org. A link to Par-
ent Portal Frequently Asked Questions is available by clicking on Parent Center in the lower left-hand
corner of the District home page.
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This Month in Music: November P.E. for Nifios:

93

All grades will be getting ready for Thanksgiving
with ASuper Turkeyo an
incide with the fabulous fall weather and the
holidays just around the corner.

Our annual Turkey Trot is scheduled for Tuesday,
November 24™. This is a run, jog, or fast walk
event. We do the Turkey Trot for fun and fitness

) tarldl R i& nof a&a€e? This Yelr $he Tulkéy trrot i -
be aligned with the Nifios walk for Diabetes. All
grade levels will participate from K-5. Many par-
ents and teachers come to this event and partici-
pate as well. | set up a mock
Turkey Trot course around our field, so all stu-
dents can practice during P.E. and during lunch
and recess. | look forward to continuing this
GREAT November tradition here at Nifios.

1st grade learns about the repeat sign.
2" grade learns about the coda.

3" grade learns about the interlude, crescendo
and decrescendo.
Yours in fithess,

4™ grade practices simple bordun, soprano re- Coach Crane

corder B, A, G & E and Q&A on un-pitched per-
cussion.

5" grade does Q&A, harmony I-VII, and learns
about orchestral families.

From the Art Roomeéeééé

1* grade students are working on showing near and far in a drawing. They learned that objects that are near are
larger and placed at the bottom of the paper. Far away objects are higher up and much smaller.

2" grade students learned about the artist Paul Klee. We looked at some of his paintings of castles. Students drew
their own castle and are now painting in the style of Paul Klee.

3" grade students are working on a drawing of our neighborhood and community. We talked about many people,
places, and things that we see in our community. Students added many details to their drawings.

4™ grade students are weaving bookmarks. They made their own looms and have learned several different styles of
weaving. Soon we will take the weavings off the loom.

5™ grade students are creating radial symmetry designs. We looked at Rose Windows from cathedrals built in the
1500s and noticed the radial symmetryused. St udent s’ designs resemble stai
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I n art this month Mrs. Strong’'s first grade cl
and exploring the new colors they can make while creating paintings of autumn trees. The second grade classes will
be learning how to overlap shapes to create depth in a still life drawing. Third grade classes will be creating land-
scapes using different media. They will be using colored pencils, crayons and watercolor paints. The fourth graders
will be creating drawings inspired by Southwest Native American baskets. The fifth graders will begin working on
their self portraits. They will be using guidelines to help them draw their portraits.
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Dear Nifios Families,

l*d |ike to take this time to tell you a bi
solving. One of our math objectives across all grade levels is to select from a variety of problem solving strategies
and use one or more strategies to arrive at a solution and for our 3™ through 5™ graders, to justify their selection.

Students are practicing solving problems in their classrooms and developing several different ways to
solve probl ems. I nventing solutions to probl er
tant in developing their reasoning skills. Thi
number relationships and place value.

Children in classrooms are at different levels of understanding and will use different strategies to solve
the same problems. For the younger grades the strategies range from direct modeling, which is representing
numbers in the problem with cubes, pictures and drawings, to various counting strategies, as well as using their
number sense and place value experiences to use facts, doubles, and finding benchmark numbers like 5s, 10s, 50s
and 100s. In older grade levels we see children adding and subtracting groups of 100s, 10s and 1s in ways that
show place value understanding and the most efficient strategy to solve the problems. When children understand
the value of the numbers, there are opportunities to decompose the numbers, or break them apart into sets or
groups that allow easier computation. This might be breaking numbers into hundreds, tens and ones, or breaking
apart numbers into easier numbers to compute. Children in our intermediate grades may also show decomposing
numbers to solve a variety of multiplication and division problems. These invented approaches involve seeing
the relationships between numbers.

Communication is also an important part of these lessons. As children share strategies and talk about
their ideas and solutions, they begin to see different ways to solve problems. One way for parents to learn how
children figure out problems is to ask them to explain their solution to you. This helps children gain proficiency
in other math objectives such as explaining and clarifying mathematical thinking, explaining their reasoning and
determining whether a solution is reasonable. Not only are they working on problem solving objectives, but they
are also developing and refining their number sense and numerical operations skills.

Karen Schwartz
Nifios Math Coach
480-783-3101

kaschwa@kyrene.org

Ninos Site Base Council Minutes
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Next Meeting: December 1, 2009
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Hello Nifios Families!

If you remember from the last newsletter | will be featuring ideas and suggestions on what toldosvidhebédlk iallkery
disrespectful and should not be toledatesix pillars of character that we talk about daily at school inclufesspe gifer
spect is talking politely to others even in the midst of frleseadiertwo more ideas on what you could do d igotadidhily back
to you at homéAnd, remembenpdelingroper tone of voice yourself is always the most powerful thing you can do!

Get behind the back tahen your child verbally lashes out at you, let him know that you care about his feelings, even if you dc
approve of the way he's expressing them. Acknowledging ls"8optipms sound really angry aboditdfiis takes thend

out of a child's sails, because it removes you from the adversarial role. If you can get past his tone, ymsege foess on the
trying to convey. "Are you angry because you have to stop your game to pick up your socks?" If he carytalicaimeutift calmly, t
with a compromise you both can live with. Perhaps he can have a few minutes to wrap up his GlaempBolyisrsoakisan,

the laundry basket, for instance.

More often than not, though, you'll need to saveehecbinug sessions for later. It's best to work on the deepeiveslies i

back talk well after tempers have cooled, so revisit the subject when you can hash it évgddedmane fé\elow get an-

gry when | ask you to pick up after yourself, but did you think that calling me 'stupid’ would make me backbeteiWhat would w
next time?"

Focus on solution&ou may discoveiin your child's calmer, more polite ménibateeal reasons behind his defiant outbursts.
Maybe he gets angry about cleaning up because you always ask when he's in the middle of something. Iffse; offer to give him
minute warning the next time you need him to do his chores. Perhaps he fights going to bed every nighipmtieeitause "It's a st
but because he's frightened by the shadows creeping across his wall. In that case, buy him a flashlightaial keemstahis nights
blinds to keep the creepy shadows at bay. If you keep an eye drhgomogyadnd mutual respegiu’ll be better albekeep

your cool when your gisddeoler mouths off.

Tina Schuler, Behavior Coach

Fairness is playing by the rules, taking turns, sharing and listening. Fair people do not take ad-
vantage of others. They consider all sides before they
Hel p your family show fairnessé

Treat all people fairly.

Listen closely to others. Try to understand what they are feeling, saying or trying to say.

Consider all the facts, including opposing views before making a decision.

Donét take more than your fair share.

FREE copies of AWhat 6s A Parent to Dodo are available at the

Khalid Jenkins, Nios Social Worker

4807833183
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Reading your way to Coll ege! Ni fosd Hon
The Nifilos Reading your way to College Home Reading Program, sponsored by your

PTA, is starting its second mont h! Make sure you chec

green November calendar. Remember to record the minutes your child reads or you
read to your child each night. Make sure the calendar is returned each month and
your child will be able to pick a book from our book cart!

Remember, reading with your child or listening to your child read has been proven to
i mprove reading, plus ités a great way to spend time v
nights!

Ninos Book Fair
% Thank you to everyone who purchased books at our book fair! We had a great book
=" fair and appreciate your support of our library! We will give everyone an update,
including recognizing all our wonderful volunteers, in the next newsletter. A special thanks
to Laura Wynne and the PTA for their help with the book fair!



Influenza -like lllness Symptom Screening Tool for
Parents /Careqivers

Parents and caregivers should use the following questionnaire to assess the
health status of their child on a daily basis.

Does your child have any of the following symptoms?:

Fever (100uF or greater without Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

SHOULD | KEEP MY CHILD HOME?

60 I'f you checked yes to fever AND one of the other syn
least 24 hours after his or her fever is gone  without fever reducing medicine. For many chil-

dren this will be 5 to 7 days. Your child should feel well enough to participate in school be-

fore returning. I f you have questions about your child
healthcare provider.

6 I'f your child has been diagnosed by a healthcare pro
strep, follow your healthcare providerés recommendati o
turn to school . Pl ease remember to call in your <chil dbé
out.

WHAT SHOULD | TELL MY CHILD&6S SCHOOL?

I f you checked fiyeso for fever AND one of the other sy
office at (480) 783 -3197 that your child is home with influenza  -like illness and indicate which
symptoms your child is experiencing.

If your child has been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with a different disease, such as
strep, tell your childbs attendance office as well

Thank you for your assistance in helping our students keep healthy during this flu season.
Sincerely,
Deana Contreras

Nifios Health Office
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Override Status Report

Parent Superintendent Council had their monthly meeting on October 20 at Estrella Elementary School.
Karin Smith, Director of Business Services, gave
have an M & O (Maintenance & Operations) Override, Capital Override, K-3 Override and voter approved
bonds. Our M & O Override goes back to 1984 and allows us to budget above our RCL (Revenue Control

Limit) by 10%. This additional funding is integrated into funding all programs across the school district. The K

-3 Override allows us to exceed the RCL by an additional 5%. We have used the funds from it for K-3 class
size reductions, K-3 instructional assistants and the math coach program. The capital override has been

used for capital items to support our technology plan and a small percentage supports the replacement of our

maintenance vehicles. Without our overrides our budget would be severely impacted.

Our M & O and K-3 Overrides are in effect for seven years, and at year six they begin to decrease by 1/3 until
they disappear. Next year will be year four for ours, so we will seek voter approval to renew them before they

start to decrease. Approval will not raise taxes, as it will be a renewal of existing overrides. The Governing
Board will decide whether to seek voter approval in March or November of 2010. Once they call for an elec-
tion, the District cannot try to influence the outcome. Parents and community members can form political ac-
tion committees to generate support, and can write pro statements for the election brochure.

School Funding Update

The State of Arizona’'s budget continues toKmake:

education accounts for approximately 43% of the State budget, which means since the State budget is facing re-
ductions, it is likely that school districts will see reductions as well. Kyrene School District has continued to de-
velop conservative strategies to prepare for these impending reductions, while at the same time ensuring instruc-
tional programs remain a top priority. According to the 2008, Auditor General Report, Kyrene dedicated 9.7%
more to classroom spending than the state average.

Last year Kyrene received 75% of our expected funding from the State of Arizona. In July we received part of
the remaining 25% and in early November, we are expected to receive the final payment. Even though Kyrene is
one of the most fiscally responsible districts in the state, we recently needed to borrow funds to ensure appropriate
cash flow. Because of our past and current conservative financial practices we remain on stable financial

ground. School districts across the entire state had to take this unprecedented action because no one would have
predicted that the state would withhold these required payments.

Tempe to host public meetings about Orbit and bus systems

TEMPE, Ariz. 7 Tempe residents are encouraged to attend one of three public meetings to learn more about poten-
tial route changes to the existing Orbit neighborhood circulator and fixed route arterial bus systems. The purpose
of these meetings is to gather ideas from neighbors and get input on potential route changes that may occur in
January and/or July 2010.

The scope of the proposed route changes has been expanded to include the majority of the arterial bus route system
in Tempe. These proposed changes are due in large part to the slowing economy. The Tempe transit system is
funded primarily by a half cent sales tax, which has dramatically decreased causing Tempe to reevaluate the transit
system to make it more efficient in order to reduce costs. Passengers and residents are able to comment online be-
ginning Oct. 28. at www.tempe.gov/tim. The same information will be presented at all three meetings. Meetings
will occur:

Nov. 4th at 6:00 p.m. Nov. 7th at 10:00 a.m.
Tempe Transportation Center Tempe Transportation Center
200 E. Fifth St., Tempe 200 E. Fifth St., Tempe

For information call (480) 350-2775 or visit www.tempe.gov/tim

a stoa

head!
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CELEBRATING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
The foll owing students earned all A" s,
ing, Math, Social Studies, Science and Health during the 1st quarter of the 2009-2010 school year.

***Fourth Grade***

Ms. Kircher Mrs. Kistemann Mrs. Robert s
Israel Duarte Jonathan Delgado llyas Aden
Ant hony o0 Shazer dsaat Bniquezt s Hailey Bench
Luis Garcia Bradley Gomez Melonie Harrod

Shawneya Jackson
Ananya Jain

Kaitlin Mika

Alexis Ochoa
Sunny Ozuna
Christina Vo

Aubree Holquin

Diamond Iddeen Muhammad
Eva Marks

Christopher Ramirez

Joshua Warren

Jalen Willingham

Destiny Lewis -Soils
Alyssa Matus

Adna Osman

Daniel Valenzuela

***%Kifth Grade***
Mrs. Espinoza Mrs. Herbst Mrs. Griffin
Layal Ajeena Brooke Bishop Sydney Revetta
Josh Allison Jacob Clemens Jackie Willis
Alex Bookman Imani Hall Sarah Steele
Justin Bench Mallory Holland Jakob Rivali

Brittany Krenz
Liyah Lomas
Sumaya Mohamud
Jasmin Muniz

Calah Jahmeek
Angel Lara-Montiel
Carly Riethmann
Maxwell Steffey

Anansa Keaton
Kamryn Willingham
Christian Trevino
Diana Porras

Alex Munoz
Hannah Myers
Anthony Olivas

Cole Pankey
Tibyan Osman
Jasmine Martinez
Janica Espinosa
Jonathan Cruz
Moses Cota



