





Monte Vista News

Project Pride—Caring for Our World
Project Pride is a new program starting at
Monte Vista in November. The program
is the vision of parent Kim Brophy who
wanted to share her love of helping oth-
ers with our students. This program has
been designed to develop compassion
and inspire our children to volunteer.
This program will focus on working to-
gether to help others who might be in
need. It will teach such life lessons as
respect, compassion, making a differ-
ence, pride, and selflessness.

Beginning November 18", every
Wednesday during lunch recess, students
will have the opportunity to work on
special projects which will be delivered
to those in need. Our first project for
November/December is clipping coupons
for our Service Men and Women. These
coupons, whether expired or not, make
shopping less stressful on their families
financially. Children will have the op-
portunity to meet some Veterans and
learn first-hand the impact a project such
as this has on our Nation. Each month a
new service project will be introduced.

By learning at an early age that caring
about others can make a difference, these
lessons can last a lifetime. Mrs. Reiss, a
Monte Vista Teacher, will work with
Mrs. Brophy to help our students help
others. We are excited to bring this pro-
gram to Monte Vista. We want our
Mountain Lion Pride to extend beyond
the walls of Monte Vista.

Warmly,

Kim Brophy
Kimbry911@aol.com
Karen Reiss
kreiss@kyrene.org

SSAC (Student Superintendent Advi-
sory Council)

Hello! My name is Andi, and I am the
school’s Student Superintendent Advi-
sor. The SSAC is a group of kids (one
from every school in Kyrene) who
meets with the superintendent, Dr.
Schauer, once a month on a Wednes-
day. Dr. Schauer made the SSAC be-
cause he believes the most important
thing is to hear the voices of students in
order to better understand how it feels
to be student of the Kyrene School Dis-
trict. We all meet at the same place,
and we discuss some issues or subjects
we would like to improve such as:
Conserving energy, recycling, conserv-
ing water, improving school lunches,
treats on birthdays, more time for spe-
cials.

These are some of the things that we
talk about during our meetings. When
I went to the SSAC meeting on
Wednesday, October 7th, one of the
first things I learned was how to re-
member names. You use an inanimate
object to remember peers’ names. For
instance, Dr. Schauer’s name. It took
us a while, but the inanimate object that
we thought of was a shower. Some
people, including myself, did some-
thing to thyme with the names. I did
Andi and Bambi.

Another thing I learned was think-pair-
share. It explains itself. You think up
an idea. Then you pair up the partner
and share your ideas with your partner.
Finally you share your ideas with the
whole group. Most importantly, we
talked about the ways how we can im-
prove our everyday life.

Recycling at Monte Vista

Monte Vista staff and students have been
busy recycling! We are taking the follow-
ing items:

*Newspapers, phone books,
catalogs and all paper (no card-
board)

*Ink jet cartridges

We have separate receptacles for each of
these different items. Thanks for helping
our environment!

Children’s Author
Jennifer J. Stewart
is coming to v
Kyrene Monte Vista School
Award-winning author, Jennifer J. Stew-
art, will visit Monte Vista Elementary
School on November 12. Ms. Stewart
describes her books as seriously funny
books for children. She will speak to
students about the writing process and
share her enthusiasm for books and
reading. Ms. Stewart’s most recent
book, Close Encounters of a Third World
Kind, was honored with a nomination for
the Grand Canyon Reader Award in
2007. Ms. Stewart currently resides in
Tucson. To find out more about Jennifer
and her books visit her website at
www.jenniferjstewart.com

Ms. Stewart’s books will also be avail-
able for sale before and after her visit.
Please look for a flyer coming home
soon.
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Student Council

Congratulations to the following students
who were elected as Student Council
officers for this year:

President—Esther DeCero

Vice President—Donnie Riciotti
Secretary—Andi Davis
Treasurer—Connor Corr

Also, three representatives from each
classroom of grades 3—5 were elected
and meet twice a month. Their first com-
munity service project is volunteering
and the Pumpkin Walk and Bookfair.
They will also be starting up the paper
recycling program again this year.

Thank you to Ms. Pearson and Mrs.
Whigham for acting as club sponsors this
year.
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Parent Superintendent Council
Override Status Report

Parent Superintendent Council had their
monthly meeting on October 20 at
Estrella Elementary School. Karin
Smith, Director of Business Services,
gave a status report on Kyrene’s override
elections. We currently have an M & O
(Maintenance & Operations) Override,
Capital Override, K-3 Override and voter
approved bonds. Our M & O Override
goes back to 1984 and allows us to
budget above our RCL (Revenue Control
Limit) by 10%. This additional funding is
integrated into funding all programs
across the school district. The K-3 Over-
ride allows us to exceed the RCL by an
additional 5%. We have used the funds
from it for K-3 class size reductions, K-3
instructional assistants and the math
coach program. The capital override has
been used for capital items to support our
technology plan and a small percentage
supports the replacement of our mainte-
nance vehicles. Without our overrides
our budget would be severely impacted.

Our M & O and K-3 Overrides are in
effect for seven years, and at year six
they begin to decrease by 1/3 until they
disappear. Next year will be year four
for ours, so we will seek voter approval
to renew them before they start to de-
crease. Approval will not raise taxes, as
it will be a renewal of existing overrides.
The Governing Board will decide
whether to seek voter approval in March
or November of 2010. Once they call for
an election, the District cannot try to in-
fluence the outcome. Parents and com-
munity members can form political ac-
tion committees to generate support, and
can write pro statements for the election
brochure.

Innovative and Alternative Program Pos-
sibilities and Implementation Process
Last spring a committee met to brain-
storm innovative educational ideas. The
world of education is changing and offer-
ing more choices, and Kyrene needs to
do the same in order to meet the needs of
our diverse community and stay competi-
tive.

We are moving forward with a task force
that will meet in November to take next
steps. It includes people with a passion

Parent Superintendent Council (con’t)
and expertise about various ideas, as
well as people with a global perspec-
tive and a good sense of what is going
on in education and the community.
The task force will be charged with
designing both short-term and long-
term plans. There may be some things
that could be implemented next fall,
and others may take longer. We will
keep parents and staff informed as this
work progresses.

The next PSC meeting is November 17
at Aprende Middle School.
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Kyrene Kids Club Early Learning
Centers

Tell your friends and neighbors
Kyrene has options for toddlers, 3 and
4 year olds! If you’re looking for a
different approach to child care, try
Kyrene Kids Club Early Learning Cen-
ters. Our programs help children learn
through play-based activities. Daily
progress reports are provided about
your child’s growth in many cognitive,
physical and social skill areas. Full and
half-day options available.  Here’s
what one mom says: “Every time I
drop my child off at Kids Club, the
staff members are smiling as they greet
us. My children have learned so much
from the engaging, age-appropriate
activities that are planned throughout
the day.” Go to www.kyrene.org/
childcare or call 480-783-7314 for
more information.
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Community Kiosks

Attention parents! If you are looking
for information about current program
opportunities sponsored by community
agencies, please be sure to visit our
community kiosk in the front of-
fice. Kyrene School District policy
prohibits distribution of non-Kyrene
sponsored flyers through the classroom.

School Funding Update

The State of Arizona’s -~
budget continues to make °
headlines in all of our 4
local media markets. In

Arizona, K-12 education

accounts for approximately 43% of the
State budget, which means since the
State budget is facing reductions, it is
likely that school districts will see reduc-
tions as well. Kyrene School District has
continued to develop conservative strate-
gies to prepare for these impending re-
ductions, while at the same time ensuring
instructional programs remain a top pri-
ority. According to the 2008, Auditor
General Report, Kyrene dedicated 9.7%
more to classroom spending than the
State average.

Last year Kyrene received 75% of our
expected funding from the State of Ari-
zona. In July we received part of the
remaining 25% and in early November,
we are expected to receive the final pay-
ment. Even though Kyrene is one of the
most fiscally responsible districts in the
state, we recently needed to borrow funds
to ensure appropriate cash flow. Because
of our past and current conservative fi-
nancial practices we remain on stable
financial ground. School districts across
the entire state had to take this unprece-
dented action because no one would have
predicted that the state would withhold
these required payments.

The mission of Kyrene Monte Vista
Elementary School is to provide its
members with opportunities to
achieve excellence by providing a
safe, nurturing and respectful
learning environment that
encourages life-long learning and
builds valuable citizens.

Fulfilling our mission requires a
commitment from students, staff,
parents and other community
members working together.
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