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Dear Mirada Families,  

  It was great seeing so many of 

you at our annual Fall Festival on Octo-

ber  30 th  and again at conferences the 

following week.  Our wonderful  PTA 

works many hours to put on the fabulous  

Fall Festival for our community and I 

want to thank them and all the volun-

teers who donated their time and tal-

ents to make this happen.  The Festival 

was a huge success, and it was very ap-

parent that everyone enjoyed them-

selves that evening.   

Our students are well into the 

second quarter of the school year, en-

joying the cooler weather and working 

hard in all the academic areas.  Stu-

dents in grades 3,4 and 5 just com-

pleted our CASS Writing Assessments 

for Fall  and next week we will be admin-

istering the November Math SIP as-

sessments as well as the Reading 

Benchmark assessments.  We just 

observed the celebration for earn-

ing our second Peace Day of this 

school year which entitled students 

to choose their own seating at 

lunchtime.  Peace days continue to 

be a big part of the Mirada school 

climate this year. Peace days are 

earned as a collaborative effort 

when students use their life skills, 

show respect and make responsible 

choices in the classroom, cafeteria, 

and on the playground. We set goals 

for the number of òpeace daysó we 

want to earn within a specific time 

period and then celebrate as a 

school when we reach each goal.  

The upcoming month will 

bring many more exciting events at 

Mirada.  Our annual Food Drive will 
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Break starts on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 25 with students returning to 

school on the 30 th .  We will be bak-

ing pies and cooking turkey for 

Thanksgiving before you know it.  I 

love Thanksgiving, it is such a won-

derful day to be with family and give 

thanks, prepare and eat a great din-

ner and watch football, it is perfect.  

I have so much to be thankful for, 

my family, my job, working at this 

amazing school with an amazing 

staff and living in Arizona with 

beautiful Thanksgiving weather.  I 

wish all of you the best of Thanks-

giving Holidays this year.  

Donna Gallaher 

Principal 

start on November 12 th   and go 

through November 25 th  this year to 

support United Food Bank of Ari-

zona, the Turkey Trot will be held on 

Tuesday, November 24 in the after-

noon- plan to come run with your stu-

dent, Fifth Grade D.A.R.E. Gradua-

tion will be held on Friday, Dec. 4 th  

and our Spelling Bee will be held on 

Friday December 11 th , the same day 

that our Holiday Shop will be open 

for students. That is a lot going on 

so be sure you read more about 

these events later in this newslet-

ter.  

Remember that there is no 

school on Wednesday, November 11 th  

due to the observation of Veteranõs 

Day and this year our Thanksgiving 

November 9th 

Site Base Council Meeting 

November 11th 

Veterans Day Holiday  

NO SCHOOL 

November 12th  

Food Drive Kickoff 

November 24th 

Food Drive Ends 

November 25th, 26th, & 27th 

NO SCHOOL 
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Principal (cont)  

Helping Children be Successful... 

   MIRADA NEWS  

Coming Soon 

but donôt do it for them!  

Students need to know that their parents 

and guardians are interested and involved 

in their learning but they also need to 

know that it is their work!.  Take a few 

minutes each night to check over their 

work, sign their folders or agendas, and 

have the students review for you what 

they worked on or what they are study-

ing. Do not do their work for them.  This 

does not help the student and in fact, 

sends the wrong message. 

Read with your children!  Research has 

proven that the more a child reads inde-

pendently, the greater their vocabulary 

and the higher their reading scores.  They 

can reap tremendous benefits with just 15 

minutes per night.  Set aside a time where 

everyone in your family is reading.   It 

can be a newspaper, magazine or a book, 

but show your children that reading is 

important as a lifelong skill.  

As you work with your children at home 

through this quarter, I wanted to share 

with you some ideas and suggestions for 

you to assist your child to be successful 

this year: 

Help your child learn organizational 

skills.  When students are organized and 

ready to learn, their potential for success 

is limitless.  You can help by encourag-

ing students to get their backpacks, li-

brary books, and folders ready to go the 

night before and keep them in a specific 

location that is the same every day.  You 

may have to help them out initially, but 

soon, have the children be responsible for 

these items themselves.  You may want 

to set up a chart to track progress with 

their personal organization.  We find that 

students who are responsible for their 

own belongings and work are much more 

able to be independent and responsible 

learners in school. 

Check over their homework 

NO SCHOOL 

Mirada Elementary School will be closed 

on the following days: 

 

Wednesday November 11th 

Veteranôs Day 

 
 

Wednesday November 25th 

Non-Contracted Day  

 

Thursday November 26th  

Friday November 27th 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
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2. Consult with your childôs doctor 

about whether or not your child 

should receive any vaccines that 

become available. 

3. Teach your child to cover all coughs 

and sneezes. 

4. Teach proper 

hand washing tech-

niques. 

5. Talk to your 

medical provider if 

your child has a high 

fever, trouble breath-

ing, or symptoms that 

concern you.  Your 

physician can also 

recommend medica-

tions for fever and 

discomfort. 

If you have additional questions regard-

ing influenza, please contact your doctor 

or the Maricopa County Health Depart-

ment at 602-506-6767.   Additional infor-

mation is also available on the Maricopa 

County website at 

www.StopTheSpreadAZ.org. 

Influenza A and Novel H1N1 (Swine) 

have been reported throughout our nation 

and in Kyrene.  Both of these types of 

influenza are viral diseases of the respira-

tory tract with symptoms of cough, fever, 

chills, headache, muscle aches, runny 

nose and sore throat.  Influenza typically 

lasts 2 to 7 days.  Like most vi-

ruses, influenza is spread by 

coughing/sneezing or by direct 

contact with nasal or throat secre-

tions of infected person.  Symp-

toms can develop within 24 to 72 

hours after exposure.   

 

Prevention continues to be the best 

way to control the spread of this 

virus.  As parents, you can make a 

big impact on the health of our 

schools by following these steps: 

1. Exclude ill children from school. 

Children with a fever of 100 degrees 

and symptoms listed above should 

not attend school.  A child should 

not return to school until they are 

fever-free for 24 hours without tak-

ing fever reducing medication. 

Miradaôs library system, called Destiny, 

allows students and parents to view our 

library collection from home.  Students 

(and parents) can access our catalog to 

look for a specific title in our collection 

or find out what materials are checked 

out to individual students. 

To access Destiny for Mirada, you may 

go directly to http://destiny.kyrene.org 

then click on Mirada Elementary School 

or find the direct link at 

www.miradaeagles.com, click on Online 

Resources, then Destiny Library System. 

In order for students to access their 

accounts and view books that are 

checked out, they must have previ-

ously entered their User Name indi-

vidually with the librarian. All 3rd, 

4th, and 5th grade students can ac-

cess their accounts now. 

To access their personal information 

in Miradaôs library collection, stu-

dents may click on the LOGIN but-

ton in the top right corner. 

Students may then enter their User 

Name (Student Number) and the 

library password (mirada).  Personal 

information is then able to be 

viewed. 

When logged in, students may create 

Booklists of books read or of titles 

that they would like to read. 

To see what books students currently 

have checked out, students may click 

on My Info  tab. This will list all 

library materials and textbooks 

checked out in the studentôs name. 

Questions? Please contact Katie Valle-

corsa at 480-783-2989. 
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Influenza A and Novel H1N1 (Swine) Flu           

From the Mirada Library  

Whatôs your Destiny? 

Stepped Up Plans to Prevent Ill-

ness   

Here at Mirada we have  implemented  
the following  increased hygiene 
measures to aid in preventing the 
spread of the flu virus.  Actions that 
have begun are: 

Having students sanitize their 
hands in the morning after they 
arrive at school 

Sanitizing their hands  prior to 
recess and eating lunch 

Sanitizing hard surfaces in the 
classrooms daily 

Sanitizing high traffic areas (i.e. 
door handles) daily 

Sanitizing keyboards and com-
puters 

 We are doing everything we can to 
prevent the spread of illness to the 
best of our ability.   You can help by 
making sure your child has enough 
rest and is well hydrated.  By working 
together we can happy and healthy! 

Stepped Up Illness 
Prevention 

http://destiny.kyrene.org
http://www.miradaeagles.com

