Jesse Owens
By Christine

Sylvester, Jesse arad Josepkire’s older brotker, is livirg
withk Jesse ir Okio. Josepkire moved t0 Galiforria wker Jesse
was yoarg. Now Josepkire is writirg to Sylvester for
irformatior of ker family.

July 6,1934
Dear Sylvester,
I haven't heard from James for a long time after I moved to California. How is
he doing? What job did he find? I found a new job as a librarian. Well, I got to go
check out books for my customers.

Sincerely,
Josephine

Jey 9,7934
Dean Josephine,

That it nice that you Jound a job as @ librarian. James it now a back runnen.
He is now called fesse, becanse when he went ts schsol after you left, the teacher ashed
wad called Jesse. So nom we just call him Jesse instead of fJames (laugh out loud).
Befsre, when we were in Cleveland, did yon remember the lime when he was a senion in
bigh scheol~; he tied the 100-meler yard dash with snly 9.4 seconds? He was fast
Now. J work as a janitor in a schsol. Well, J will talk to you laten.
Locve,

Sylueston

July 15, 1943
Dear Sylvester,

Of course, I did remember when finished the 100-meter race in 9.4 seconds.
He is a very speedy Rid. Where did you move now? Do you like being a janitor?
Well, I guess you do have to live with it. Did Jesse get a job now? I'm guessing it
has something to do with track, or is he interested in something else? Well, it’s



getting late now, and I have to head back to home, because it is a long way
residence.
Your sister,

Josephine

Judy 22, 1943
Deanr Josephine,

Jesse did get a job as a hack runnen, and we moved to Chicags. He was
tinmphant in the 100- meler dash, the 200-meler dash and a brsad jump, a 400-
WMWW MW@Q&MW@ZMWW 745%@%@0&%%@0[%4@4}%,
day, all but all of the events, he set Olympic records. J conld see the gold medal

Youurs Duely,
Sylveston

July 22,1934
Dear Sylvester,

So if Jesse is into al [ of these track activities, then he could earn money for
you by winning track games, right? But I Rnow it is hard to earn money like that,
especially when you are a different skin color. You can tell him to give it a try, but
will take some traveling.

Sincerely,
Josephine

July 26, 1934
Dear Josephine,

9 told Josse, and he said it was @ greal ide, and he loft carly the net day s find

cz;’c«/a. JemWWWWWWWWW WW



they Jsund @ job as. Jesse it the ysungest sne of all in sun Jamily, and he got @ jsb
ea/pl% loa. JeWWWWmmW,

Yours tunly,
Syluestn

July 29, 1934
Dear Sylvester,

I still remember all of the names of our brothers and sisters; the sisters were
Ida, Lillie, and 1. The boys were you, Jesse, Prentice, Johnson, Henry, Ernest, and
Quincy. See? I still remember everybody’s name after I moved away from them for
such a long time. We used to all play together.

Love,
Josephine

August 4, 1934
Deanr Josephine,

Back when we were a bid, we had @ hard time foeding buelue pesple in the
house, ) vemembered we at loast plantod corn and cstton. And when Jesse had spare
Lime, e would v arsund the farm. Budt when he didn 't have spare lime; it was
prohably reading and writhing either in the school o1 at home. It was such hard days

Your dean brsthen,
Syluesten

August 9, 1934
Dear Sylvester,

Don't forget, it is still a hard life now, but not as hard as the past, since we
are separated. My job is hard here, because white people Reep coming in, saying
mean things to me, and not paying the amount that was due. Instead, they pay



less, which maRes me mad, but I cannot do anything about it. I just hope this turns
out different sometime.

Your angry sister,
Josephine.

ﬁW 13,7934
Dear Josephine,

Please dsn't be angry, its just houw life goes. Jesse had.ts live of campus with
Wﬂﬁmﬂm%m@f/p[d%, WWWW@MWWWWZa@Za@M
State, 16 he was roguired s worh ts pay o the school. You are st the only sne having
éz(m&[e, mﬂW—ﬁWWW,MW@M.YW@WW, Zaa,

Syluesten

August 16, 1934

Dear Sylvester,

Thank you for the loving letter that you sent me. Tears were streaming down
my cheeks when I was writhing the letter about my job. When I read yours, it
seemed like the tears magically dried up. Thank you.

Your thanKful sister,
Josephine

Pebruary 15, 1979

Deanr Josephine,

Weﬁww%m%fem/@amﬁé[e. ﬂmWZaWWZaW M/mepmecf
aual. al/emaw&éméec&e% BM%WWMMM 7976, WW
before e died, he was awarded the highest honsn a civilian of the Wnitod Statos can
neceive. He earned a Medal of Greedom rom president Gernald R. Ford. He died this



year of Cancen in Tucson. Bejwe he died, his wife was Ruth Selomen. He mamied her
in 1935. They had tee daughtens of Gloria, Beverly, and Marlene. ) still remember
when he wat bow, he was bown in 19713, and time seems to Jly, and suddenly, he is
66.J am 46 s0vy about this incident,

Love,

Sylveston

Tke right wher Josepkire received tke letter that said
that Jesse passed away, the K.K.K. came ard barred dowr ker
koase, leavirg ker there alore by kerself. Ske decidead to stop
writirg Iletters to Sylvester artil ske car Fird skelter, ard car
catck ap to ker rormal life.
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