
Upcoming Events 
Event      Date    Time  Location 
Fall Break (No School)    October 12th-16th 

Staff Development Day (No School)  October 19th 

Site Council Meeting    October 20th  3:00 pm Conf. Rm. 

Coffee Chat with Principal Deignan  October 21st  7:30 am B8 

Dads-N-Dawgs Lunch    October 22nd  Lunchtime MPR 

Report Cards Go Home    October 26th 

Parent/Teacher Conferences   October 26th-November 6th 

Book Fair      November 2nd-6th 8:00 am Library  

Fall Carnival      November 7th  11:00-3:00 Fields 

Veteranôs Day (No School)   November 11th 
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A note from  
the Bryantõs: 

Cielo Friends,  

Thank you...Thank you for 

the out -pouring of 

prayers, concern, and   

support for us. We have 

been truly blessed by SO 

many of you and are        

humbly appreciative of 

EVERYTHING you have 

done. 

Tom and Susan Bryant  

 
Dear Cielo Community, 
 
    The cooler weather is finally arriving and Iôm getting my first taste of the           
gorgeous temperatures for which this wonderful state is known.  Iôm       
enjoying it tremendously.  We had a beautiful evening on September 25

th
 

for the PTO Family Fun Night.  It was well attended and full of fun for all.  I 
strongly encourage our entire community to continue to support your PTO 
and the events this group  sponsors for the benefit of our school.             
Proceeds raised and events coordinated by the PTO are vital to the         
continued success of Cielo as a model school in our district.   My great 
appreciation goes out to our board members and volunteers who are the 
lifeblood of this organization. 
 
We are focusing our attention recently on ñdoing the right thingò in our 
newly revamped Firebird Pride character education program which I hope 
you have heard about.  It involves a classroom focus on the positive       
character traits of kindness, responsibility, cooperation, safety,  respect, 
and integrity.  This educational component transfers into a recognition 
system by which students are ñcaughtò demonstrating these traits at 
times, given a ticket, and entered into the drawing to attend the next       
Firebird Café lunch with me and some honored guest.  Our program also 
recognizes a classroom Firebird of the Week and periodic Proud Principal 
certificate for those demonstrating academic or social excellence or        
improvement.  There is an opportunity for everyone to ñdo the right thingò 
at Cielo School.  Please praise your student if he or she receives any of 
these forms of recognition.  We have much to be proud of with our Cielo 
students, so letôs celebrate it.   Hope to see you around school this fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Deignan 
Principal  



 

 

 
The Kyrene School District has implemented a Parent Portal. This secure web-based system allows           
parents to access and view a variety of information about their student(s). Depending on the grade level, 
some of this information may include student absences, demographics, parent email 
addresses, etc. The system will continue to evolve over time to include additional     
information. At the beginning of September, specific directions about the Kyrene        
Parent Portal, which included your secure log-in and password, was mailed to you in 
a self-sealing envelope. If you have not logged on yet, please do so at your earliest 
convenience. Please follow the instructions to be sure that everything works properly. 
If you have misplaced the mailer or did not receive one, please send an email to 
sis@kyrene.org. A link to Parent Portal Frequently Asked Questions is available by 
clicking on Parent Center in the lower left-hand corner of the District home page. 

Student Attendance  

 
We know from research and experience that regular attendance and being on 

time to school are two factors that help shape a childôs attitude and                   

performance at school.  These are also lifelong habits that are important for 

your child. Therefore, we consider school attendance a very important factor in 

your childrenôs academic success. Please review the following  

procedures for school attendance.  

 

Tardiness  

A child is considered tardy when they are not in their          

classroom at 07:45 am. The child will need to come to the        

office for a late pass before being admitted into class. The               

playground gates are locked at 07:40 am each day and the child 

needs to come through the office if they arrive after 07:40 am 

for a pass.  

Mrs. OôDonnell, the attendance clerk, will start sending out absent and tardy letters beginning second quarter 

which starts October 20, 2009. You will be informed when your child has had 5 absences and/or tardies.  You 

will be notified again when your child reaches 10 absences and/or tardies. When your child reaches 15               

absences and/or tardies you will be asked to speak with Mr. Deignan or Dr. Shimkus either via phone or             

conference.  Our goal is to work together to improve your childôs attendance. 

 

Absences  

Parents must to call the attendance line at 480 - 783 - 2197 (24 hour message  machine) when your child is 

absent, even when you inform the teacher.  If the school does not hear from you or cannot get a hold of you, 

your child will be marked unexcused until Mrs. OôDonnell has made contact with you. For your childôs safety, it 

is important for the school to be notified of an absence.  You may check your childôs absence and tardies 

through our PARENT PORTAL http://www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/parent -center/index.htm   by logging in with 

your access code which was mailed out on September 8, 2009. If you did not receive this, please contact the 

office at 480 -783 -2100 and we can give you the access code.  

 
 

Classroom Interruptions  
Please help us minimize classroom interruptions by:  

1.  Making ñgoing homeò plans before school starts 

2.  Let your child know the back -up plan if he/she forgets lunch (i.e. buy a school lunch instead, let them 

know you will bring one to the school office and to go check before they go to lunch).   

3.  Have them put their homework and class projects in their backpack the night before so 

they donôt forget in the morning.  If they do forget, please leave it in the front office and 

we will get it to the teacher.  Please do not bring it to the classroom.   

Thank you for your cooperation!  

Important!  

mailto:sis@kyrene.org
http://www.kyrene.org/ksdportal/parent-center/index.htm


 

 

 

PTO News  

Itõs been a busy month of activity for the PTO around Cielo with lots more 

planned for October and November!  

 

Stay at Home Fundraiser  
Weõre pleased to announce that our first Stay at Home Fundraiser raised 

$6,873 (as of September 30).  We came very close to our goal of $10,000, 

we and are grateful to the nearly 200 families at Cielo who made a donation.  

Many of you have told us that you are glad we went the òstay at homeó route 

and we appreciate the feedback.  Itõs never too late to make a contribution.  Mail your check to: 

Stay at Home Fundraiser, Cielo PTO, 1350 N. Lakeshore Drive, Chandler, AZ  85226, ATTN:  Marni 

Anbar or bring your donation to the front office.  We know that family budgets are being tapped in 

a million ways and we appreciate your support for Cielo ñTHANK YOU!   

 

Family Fun Night ñThanks to All  
A huge thanks to everyone who participated in Family Fun Night on September 

25.  Special thanks goes to Beth Brizel, Jane Click, Stephanie Miller and Cindy 

Wilson for chairing the event.  More thanks to Lisa Heisler, Shameka Mueller, 

Kelly Papala, Lora Hulsman, Adam Ochoa, and Robin Jensen, and to Cielo staff, 

Lorraine OõDonnell, John Olgin and Mrs. Sousae for all their hard work on the 

night of the event.  Thank you to Nancy Nesky for her wonderful cakes (the big ones in all the cool 

designs), Kids Club for the Diamondback ticket donations, and our private donors for the Suns   

tickets, Cardinals tickets, the week in Cabo San Lucas, Laser Hair removal, & Botox injections.    

Finally, thanks to Bill Sladek, Owner/Operator of the Dairy Queen at Elliott and Rural  for giving 

us a great price on those delicious Blizzards.  Best of all, the Cielo community was able to show their 

support for Susan and Tom Bryant following Susanõs recent extended illness.  Weõll be glad to have 

her back!  

Whereõs My Entertainment Book? 
Anyone wishing to purchase a 2010 Entertainment Book from the PTO for $30 should contact Marni 

Anbar at marnibo1@mac.com.  

 

Donõt throw that box awayéBox Tops Contest 
Beginning after Fall Break, students will have the opportunity to help their class vie for the title of 

òBox Tops Champions.ó  The PTO collects and redeems box tops year-round, but the classes that 

demonstrate the highest level of òbox tops participationó from Tuesday Oct 20 through Friday        

November 20 will win a prize.  Watch for details coming home in the backpacks soon.  

 

Fun Fall Break Activity  
Looking for a free activity  for Fall Break?  Use the PTOõs membership to get 2 adults and any  

number of children into the Phoenix Art Museum .  For the cost of a ticket on the Light Rail (which 

stops right outside the museum), you can spend an afternoon doing a scavenger hunt for great 

works of art, check out the special òchildrenõs areaó where kids create their own art, and view all of 

the Art Masterpiece works they see at school. Donõt forget to visit the mirrored òfireflyó exhibit. 

The free pass can be checked out of the school library on a weekly basis by students bringing a 

written request from a parent to Mrs. Turner.  

mailto:marnibo1@mac.com


 

Coffee Chat with the Principal ñOctober 21  
Itõs time for another Coffee Chat with Mr. D.  On October 21, at 7:45 am in Room B8, 

we invite you to stay after your drop off your little Firebird and spend a little time 

with your Cielo Principal. Remember, thereõs no formal agenda, just an opportunity for 

you to hear a brief update on whatõs going on around campus and a chance to ask Mr. 

D. anything that might be on your mind.  This is a great way for parents to stay       

connected with whatõs going on, so bring a friend!   

 

Carnival Time!  Mark your Calendars for November 7!  
Carnival is back and better than ever!  Many of your old favorites will be back, such as midway  

games, inflatable slides and cakewalk! Come soak Mr. D, your Principal, in the dunk tank!  

Come have your face painted, feast on pizza, hamburgers and hot dogs at the Country Kitchen!  

Experience the thrill of the enormous CARS Slide, the Bungee Run, and not one but two  

Obstacle Courses. Go one on one against a friend at the Gladiator Joust or bounce yourself  

silly in the bounce houses . Get dizzy in the Spinning Barrel or dare a classmate to race you up  

and then back down the Climbing Wall . Once down on solid ground, visit the cute baby animals at the 

Petting Zoo . Beat your buddy at the Balloon Blast , enjoy cotton candy, snow cones, and much, much 

more! Thereõs fun for all (young and old) so mark your calendar (November 7th) and donõt miss the         

finest Fall Festival Cielo has seen in years!  

 

Save the Date ñ2nd Annual Cielo Extravaganza  
Mark your calendars for the 2 nd Annual Cielo Extravaganza scheduled for February 25, 2010, at the 

Castle at Ashley Manor in Chandler.  Chairs MarJean Steinkamp and Kelly Katsiris have their                 

committees working hard on putting together another spectacular spring event.  Tickets for the event, 

and for the raffle (This yearõs winner will choose between òThe Puerto Vallarta Vacationó or òStaycation 

at JW Marriottõs Desert Ridge Resort & Spa!) are available now can be purchased online through the 

Extravaganza website at night4cielo.com .  For more information about the event, contact MarJean 

Steinkamp at 602 -751-7823 or at msteinkamp2001@yahoo.com.  For more information about the raffle, 

contact Cindy Carpente r at bcarpenter17@cox.net . 

 

Help Still Needed  
Are you able to donate a half -hour a week during a lunch period to help a struggling       

student?  Homework helper volunteers are needed to help children in Kindergarten 

through 3 rd  grade once a week during their lunch recess.  Volunteers help students who 

struggle academically and/or have trouble focusing on their schoolwork.  If you are available for a          

half -hour between 10:30 and noon 1 day a week and would like to work with a student, please contact 

Marni Anbar at marnibo1@mac.com.  

 We still need volunteers to chair Generations Day, Celebrate Learning and DARE graduation, as 

well as to help out with Carnival.  Being a committee chair isnõt as hard as you might thinkñthese are 

events weõve been sponsoring on campus for many years, and most of the planning is already done, we 

just need someone to help pull all the pieces together.  Parent involvement in school is critical to Cieloõs 

success, and working on a committee is a great way to get involved.  Think about it ñnowõs the time to 

join in all the fun!  

You can always go to www.cielo.ptomanager.com to see a complete listing of volunteer activities. You 

can register online to be a volunteer and become part of one of our many fun PTO activities. Contact 

Eduarda Schroder at Mailbox700@cox.net or at 480/242 -1963 if you have questions.  

mailto:msteinkamp2001@yahoo.com
mailto:bcarpenter17@cox.net
mailto:marnibo1@cox.net


Dads ôn Dogs 
 

  Calling all Dads!  Are you looking for an opportunity to 

get involved at Cielo but arenõt sure how or what to do? 

 

Dads and Dogs Lunch Cookout is for you!  This is a great       

opportunity to get involved at your kids school with        

minimal time away from your job. Come  in at lunch and 

give 15 minutes or give 45 minutes - whatever your schedule 

allows. Your children and their friends will get a kick from seeing you cook lunch. 

 

Our first scheduled DADS ôn DOGS event for 2009/2010 is scheduled for           

Thursday, October 22nd during regularly scheduled lunch times.  To sign up 

please contact Jon Hightower at jon3223@cox.net .  

 

Lunch is only $2.80 for adults.  Bringing exact change would be appreciated! 

Thank you! 
We appreciate the support we received from our parents and community this 

month:  

 
Hearing and Vision Screenings  

 
Marni Anbar * Colleen Atnip * Bridget Bambling * Sharon Baughman  

Buffy Carstens * Wendy Clark * Shelly Collins * Ann Duft * Ginny Ellison  
Bev Finke * Julie Garvey * Rosalie Hirano * Denise Karastamatis 

Linda Krom * Woody Longacre * Mike Lyons * Denise Marshall * Liz Martin  
Stephanie Miller * Michael Sornberger * Dawn Sounart  

Kelly Tropsa * Vera Wang * Denise Zelt 
 

Student Directory  
Mary Radeztsky 

Eduarda Schroder 
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