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  School Hours 
 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.:  

 8:15-3:15 pm 

Wednesday:  

 8:15-1:45 pm 

 

The first bell rings at 8:11am.  

At 8:15am, all students are 

expected to be in their seats 

and ready to begin a day of 

learning. 

                 

 Office Hours 

Monday-Friday: 7:30-4:00 pm 

 

Phone Numbers 

Main School Phone:  

      480-783-2500 

School Fax:    

      480-496-6110 

Student Services:  

      480-783-2590 

Attendance Reporting:  

      480-783-2597 

Health Office: 

      480-783-2584 

Cafeteria:  

      480-783-2596 

District Transportation:      

      480-783-4230 

KYRENE’S OVERRIDE STATUS REPORT 

Parent Superintendent Council had their monthly meeting on October 20 at Estrella Elementary 

School.  Karin Smith, Director of Business Services, gave a status report on Kyrene’s override 

elections.  We currently have an M & O (Maintenance & Operations) Override, Capital 

Override, K-3 Override and voter approved bonds.  Our M & O Override goes back to 1984 

and allows us to budget above our RCL (Revenue Control Limit) by 10%. This additional funding 

is integrated into funding all programs across the school district.  The K-3 Override allows us to 

exceed the RCL by an additional 5%.  We have used the funds from it for K-3 class size 

reductions, K-3 instructional assistants and the math coach program.  The capital override has 

been used for capital items to support our technology plan and a small percentage supports the 

replacement of our maintenance vehicles.  Without our overrides our budget would be severely 

impacted. 
 

Our M & O and K-3 Overrides are in effect for seven years, and at year six they begin to 

decrease by 1/3 until they disappear.  Next year will be year four for ours, so we will seek voter 

approval to renew them before they start to decrease.  Approval will not raise taxes, as it will  

be a renewal of existing overrides.  The Governing Board will decide whether to seek voter 

approval in March or November of 2010.  Once they call for an election, the District cannot try 

to influence the outcome.  Parents and community members can form political action 

committees to generate support, and can write pro statements for the election brochure. 
 

Innovative and Alternative Program Possibilities and Implementation Process 

Last spring a committee met to brainstorm innovative educational ideas.  The world of 

education is changing and offering more choices, and Kyrene needs to do the same in order to 

meet the needs of our diverse community and stay competitive.  We are moving forward with a 

task force that will meet in November to take next steps.  It includes people with a passion and 

expertise about various ideas, as well as people with a global perspective and a good sense of 

what is going on in education and the community. The task force will be charged with designing 

both short-term and long-term plans.  There may be some things that could be implemented 

next fall, and others may take longer.  We will keep parents and staff informed as this work 

progresses. 

 

The next PSC meeting is November 17 at Aprende Middle School.  

School Funding Update 

 The State of Arizona’s budget continues to make headlines in all of our local media markets. In 

Arizona,  K-12 education accounts for approximately 43% of the State budget, which means since 

the State budget is facing reductions, it is likely that school districts will see reductions as well. 

Kyrene School District has continued to develop conservative strategies to prepare for these 

impending reductions, while at the same time ensuring instructional programs remain a top 

priority.  According to the 2008, Auditor General Report, Kyrene dedicated 9.7% more to 

classroom spending than the state average.  
  

Last year Kyrene received 75% of our expected funding from the State of Arizona.  In July we 

received part of the remaining 25% and in early November, we are expected to receive the final 

payment.  Even though Kyrene is one of the most fiscally responsible districts in the state, we 

recently needed to borrow funds to ensure appropriate cash flow. Because of our past and current 

conservative financial practices we remain on stable financial ground. School districts across the 

entire state had to take this unprecedented action because no one would have predicted that the 

state would withhold these required payments. 



FROM THE FRONT OFFICE 

 8th Grade ONLY  

BABY ADS!  

Information will be coming out soon!  

 

If you have any questions please contract your 

academic lab teacher.  

CENTENNIAL YEARBOOKS  
ON SALE NOW!  

$32 
BUY ONLINE NOW!!!  
www. Jostens.com 

Yearbooks are being sold ONLINE ONLY for $32 until 

January 1st . January 2ndñApril 15th the price will go up to 

$35. On April 15th all online sales will end. We will sell 

yearbooks at Centennial the last week of school during 

Lunch ONLY. If you have any questions please contact: 

Mrs. Schuneman, Mr. Hutman or Mr. Sandmeyer.   This 

years book will again be in all COLOR! Donõt Miss Out! 

Supplies will Sell Out!  

DO YOU HAVE TALENT? 
 

 

Do you like to be on stage?  
 

Were you destined to be famous?  
 

Be a part of our second annual SABERCAT IDOL!  
 

To be a part of this fantastic event -  
come prepared with any school -appropriate act on  

Tuesday, November 17 th  or Thursday, November 19th.   
Join us after school in the drama room - F1! 

(Auditions will run from 3:30 -4:15) 
 

Questions?  See Mrs. Kirchoff!  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS            MARK YOUR CALENDAR        

2009-2010 
District Calendar 

 

August 10, 2009 
   First Day of School 
September 7, 2009 
   Labor Day Holiday 
October 12-16, 2009 
   Fall Break  
October 19, 2009 
   Staff Development Day 
   No School for Students 
November 11, 2009   
Veteranôs Day Holiday 
November 25, 2009 
    Schools Closed  
November 26-27, 2009 
   Thanksgiving Holiday 
December 21, 2008 thru 
January 1, 2010 
   Winter Recess 
January 18, 2010 
   Martin Luther King, Jr.  
February  15, 2010 
   Presidentôs Day Holiday 
March 15-19, 2010 
   Spring Recess 
April 2, 2010 
   Schools Closed 
May 27, 2010 
   Last Day for Students 

  9 Week Grading Period 

Ending Dates 
 

1st Quarter -  October 9 

2nd Quarter -  December 18 

3rd Quarter -  March 12 
4th Quarter -  May 27 

Assessment Calendar 
 

Please mark your calendars with these important assessment dates.  We ask parents to 

avoid scheduling appointments, etc. on assessment days. 

 

Grades 3-8 CASS Writing     11/5/09 

Grades 3-8 CASS Writing Makeup        11/06/09 

Grades 7-8 Algebra/Geometry Midterm   12/17/09 

Grades 3-8 AIMS/DPA Window     3/30/09ð4/17 

Grades 4 & 8 AIMS Science        3/30/09ð4/17 

Grades 3-8 AIMS Math Field Test - no makeups   3/30/09ð4/17 

Grades 2-8 CASS-EOG      4/28/09 

Grades 2-8 CASS-EOG Makeup     4/29/09  

Grades 1-8 MSS-EOG      5/5ð5/6/09 

Grades 1-8 MSS-EOG Makeup     5/7/09 

Grade 7 7th gr. District Spanish Test        5/4ð5/8/09 

Grade 8 8th gr. High School Spanish Test         5/4ð5/14/09 

Grades 7-8 Algebra/Geometry Final       5/20/09 

 

Please be sure to check calendars in each issue of the Sabercat News for any changes to 
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Kyrene Parent Portal 
 

The Kyrene School District has implemented a Parent 
Portal. This secure web-based system allows parents to 
access and view a variety of information about their 
student(s). Depending on the grade level, some of this 
information may include student absences, 
demographics, parent email addresses, etc. The system 
will continue to evolve over time to include additional 
information. At the beginning of September, specific 
directions about the Kyrene Parent Portal, which included 
your secure log-in and password, was mailed to you in a 
self-sealing envelope. If you have not logged on yet, 
please do so at your earliest convenience. Please follow 
the instructions to be sure that everything works properly. 
If you have misplaced the mailer or did not receive one, 
please send an email to sis@kyrene.org. A link to Parent 
Portal Frequently Asked Questions is available by 
clicking on Parent Center in the lower left-hand corner of 
the District home page. 
 

Parents,  this is so important to your childôs 
success in school.  If you went on the parent 
portal  to check your childôs grades and 
missing assignments weekly, every child at 
Centennial would be very successful at school.  
We would not be waiting until the last week of 
the quarter.  Please take the time to sit with 
your child and view their grades weekly.  
Thank  you,    Ms. Michell , Principal  
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PLEASE NOTE:  SCHOOLS CLOSED ON 
 
VETERANõS DAY 
November 11, 2009  
 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
November 25, 2009 
        & 
November 26-27, 2009 

mailto:sis@kyrene.org


 
 

 

 
President:  Michelle McCoy     480-201-1745 Vice-President :  Candice Rak-Kinonen  480-496-4411 
Secretary:  Traci Phillips         602-763-9000  Treasurer:           Sharon Gibson        

PARTICIPATE IN THE CMS COMMUNITY  PARTICIPATE IN THE CMS COMMUNITY 

  

PTC E-mail Updates 

If you would like to be on the PTC e-mail distribution list, please send your e-mail information to Traci Phillips at 

tracikay8888@hotmail.com.  We will send out monthly updates on what is going on, occasional messages for 

volunteer requests or other informational messages as they arise. 

Donôt miss the next PTC meeting on Tuesday, November 16 at 6pm in the CMS 
library.   This meeting is open to all families who would like to attend. 

CMS PTC wants to share some of the CMS PTC wants to share some of the painlesspainless  ways to get involved in helping ways to get involved in helping 

our CMS community.our CMS community.  
  

 
GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION ï Box tops are available on a variety of products. 
Have your student clip and turn box top labels into the front office or their academic lab teacher. For 
more details go www.boxtops4education.com.  

 
CAMPBELLôS LABELS ïAvailable on a variety of products you use regularly. Campbellôs continues to 
expand qualifying products.  See labels4edcuation.com for a complete list.  Students can turn in labels 
and caps into the front office. 
 

SHOPPING 
 

SAFEWAYôS ESCRIP PROGRAM ï Sign up for Safewayôs discount eScrip program.  Every time you 
shop at Safeway and use your Safeway Club card, up to 3% of your purchase will go to CMS.  Just 
go to www.eScrip.com and click on ñsign upò.  Our group number is  6524948.  Reminder: Families 
need to renew their Safeway cards by September 1.  You can renew on line at www.eScrip.com.  

 
BASHASô THANKS A MILLION ï Link your Thank You card to CMS at the register. 
or go to www.bashas.com click community and follow the instructions on the ñThanks A Millionò link.  
Bashaôs will donate 1% of your purchase to CMS. Our group number is 25802.   We could earn up 
to $5,000 for our school.  Reminder: Families need to sign up annually, so sign up today!  
 

FRYôS COOL CASH ï Sign up today with a new card, or activate your existing card at Fryôs 
checkout with the new CMS barcode. ñCOOL CA$Hò will pay CMS a penny per dollar.  
We could earn up to $2,000 .  Share this bar code with as many people as you want.  Your V.I.P. card has 
been activated when you see ñCOOL CA$Hò on the bottom of your grocery receipt. Program runs 
September 1, 2009 through April 28, 2010.  

 
Target ï You can designate CMS on your Target® Visa® or Target® Card by calling 1-800-316-6142 or 
online at www. target.com/tcoe.  It's easy!  CMS will receive a percentage of the amount of each purchase in 
the form of a cash donation from Target through the Take Charge of Education® program.  

THANK YOU, YOUR FAMILY, YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR RELATIVES, AND YOUR NEIGHBORS FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR CMS COMMUNITY. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS           

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2009 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

11/2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/3 11/4 

1:45 pm 

Early Release 
 

2-4pm 

Student/Superintendent 

Mtg. 

 

 

11/5 

CASS Writing 

11/6 

CASS Makeup 

11/9 11/10 

7:00pm 

Governing  Board Mtg. 

11/11 

VETERANõS DAY 
 
 

STUDENT & STAFF 

HOLIDAY 

11/12 11/13 

11/16 

6PM 

PTC Board Meeting 

11/17 

10-11:30am 

Parent/Superintendent Mtg. 
 

3:30-4:15pm in (F1) 

American Idol Auditions  
 

7pm 

Orchestra Concert 

 

 

11/18 

1:45 pm 

Early Release 

 

11-9pm 

CMS Family Dineout Night 

at Panda Express  on 

Chandler Blvd/40th St. 

11/19 

3:30-4:15pm (F1) 

American Idol Auditions 

 

Wrestling @ Pueblo 

11/20 

Pep Assembly 

11/23 

7th gr. Soccer/Boys 

Basketball @ Pueblo   
 

8th gr. Soccer vs Pueblo 

(H) 
 

Softball vs Pueblo 

(location tba) 

11/24 

Wrestling @ Aprende 

 

7:00pm 

Governing  Board Mtg. 

11/25 

STUDENT & STAFF 

HOLIDAY 

 

 

 

11/26 

STUDENT & STAFF 

HOLIDAY 

 

 

11/27 

STUDENT & STAFF 

HOLIDAY 

 

 

11/30 

7th gr. Soccer/Boys 

Basketball/Girls Softball @ 

Aprende 

 

8th gr. Soccer vs Aprende 

(H) 

 

12/1 

Wrestling vs Altadena (H) 

 

 

 

12/2 

1:45 pm 

Early Release 
 

2-4pm 

Student/Superintendent 

Mtg. 
 

7th gr. Soccer/Boys 

Basketball vs Altadena (H) 
 

8th gr. Soccer @ Altadena 
 

Softball vs Pueblo 

(location tba) 

12/3 

8:30-12:30pm 

8th gr. Orchestra Field 

Trip 

 

Wrestling @ Akimel A-al 

 

 

 

 

12/4 

5:30pm 

Sabercat Idol in cafeteria 

12/7 

3:15pm 

Drama-Play Auditions 
 

7th gr. Soccer/Boys 

Basketball @ Akimel A-al 
 

8th gr. Soccer vs Akimel A-

al (H) 
 

Softball vs Akimel A-al (H) 

12/8 

Wrestling @ Kyrene 

 

7:00pm 

Governing  Board Mtg. 

12/9 

1:45 pm 

Early Release 
 

7th gr. Soccer/Boys 

Basketball @ Kyrene 
 

8th gr. Soccer vs Kyrene

(H) 
 

Softball vs Kyrene 
(location tba) 

12/10 

Algebra/Geometry 

High School Mid-Term 

 

Wrestling vs Pueblo (H) 

12/11 
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HUMAN GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT DURING ACADEMIC LAB 

8C goes to Humanities Camp 8A goes to Humanities Camp 

Winter Sports Tryouts  will be held the 

1st week of November.  See coaches 

letter for exact dates. 
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TAX CREDIT DONATIONS           

2009 Tax Credit Donation  
 

Support extra curricular and character activities at Centennial 

Middle School with a tax credit donation and deduct that amount 

from your state income tax.  
 

Under Arizona State Law ARS43 -1089.01, Arizona taxpayers can get a dollar -for-dollar tax credit when they 

donate up to $400 per year ($400 for joint return, $200 for individual return).  Corporate 

and/or business checks are not eligible. A.R.S. 43 -1089(E) defines extra curricular 

activities as school -sponsored activities that supplement the schoolõs educational 

program and require enrolled students to pay a fee in order to participate.   Please 

consult with your tax consultant regarding this contribution. This information should not 

be considered legal advice.  

 

When writing a check to CMS to pay for an extra curricular activity, if you wish it to be a tax credit donation, 

you must complete and attach this form at the time you write and submit the check.  Please write ôtax creditõ 

and your childõs name (if applicable) on the memo line of your check.  
 

Refunds cannot be made on tax credit donations.  
 

Please complete form below and attach to your check.   

Centennial Tax Credit Donation  

 

Taxpayer Name___________________________________________Phone #: _____________ 

 

Address ____________________________City ________________Zip__________ 

 

Student Name _________________________________________ 

 
I would like my donation to be used towards ( please specify the amount you wish donated to each activity) :  

 

Ã $_________ General Extra Curricular Activities  

Ã $_________ Extra Curricular Activities/Field Trips for  

   Ä6A      Ä6B      Ä6C      Ä7A      Ä7B      Ä7C      Ä8A      Ä8B      Ä8C  

Ã $_________ Activity Bus (supports Learning Lab, ASI, etc.)  

Ã $_________ Mini Town  Ã $_________ CMS News Show  

Ã $_________ Band   Ã $_________ Science Olympiad  

Ã $_________ Orchestra  Ã $_________ First Lego League  

Ã $_________ Chorus  Ã $_________ Library  

Ã $_________ FCCLA  Ã $_________ Other  

Ã $_________ National Junior Honor Society  

Ã $_________ Yearbook Club  

 
 

Donations to District Athletic Programs must be made separately.  
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