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Unification:
What is the problem that 

needs to be fixed?
As I follow the work of 

the School District Re-
districting Commission, 
I realize that this is an ef-
fort by the Arizona Leg-
islature to make progress 
with unification.

In the past, locally 
driven unification efforts 
in Kyrene were unsuc-
cessful; also, previous 
statewide incentives had 
little impact. The fact is 
that the characteristics 
of the communities in 
our geographic region 
make it extremely diffi-
cult to navigate through 
the complex funding for-
mulas, federal programs 
and local agreements 
that levy additional mon-
ies for the schools. This 
is the real problem.

Until the Legislature is 
willing to look at the en-
tire model of education 
in Arizona, it is not likely 
that isolated efforts, such 
as redistricting, will re-
solve the challenges edu-
cation faces in this state. 
I find it difficult to put 
a great deal of time and 
energy into this recent 
initiative when the issues 
that negatively impact a 
district like Kyrene are 
not being considered.

It is not possible to 
explain the complicated 
set of mandates, student 
formula weights and re-

quirements attached to 
the funding that is pro-
vided by the state in this 
brief editorial. However, 
it is a tangled mess that 
truly needs to be unrav-
eled. Until there is genu-
ine reform in how educa-
tion is funded in Arizona, 
I have little hope that re-
districting will improve 
the current situation. A 
long-term, comprehen-
sive plan is needed to 
address the issues that 
include everything from 
graduation rates and re-
quirements to educating 
English-language learn-
ers. Unfortunately, redis-
tricting in isolation will 
not provide the essential 
solutions.

In the meantime, it is 
important to look at the 
known facts. Kyrene 
has 22 Excelling and 
three Highly Perform-
ing schools, as rated by 
the Arizona Department 
of Education. While 
we continue to increase 
academic progress for 
each student, realize that 
Kyrene already exceeds 
the state average on 

AIMS testing. Admin-
istrative costs are below 
the state average, which 
translates to more money 
in the classroom: that’s 
a top priority and 65 
cents of every dollar in 
Kyrene are spent in the 
classroom. With strong 
support from the com-
munity, class sizes in 
Kyrene are some of the 
lowest in the area, and 
strong partnerships exist 
between Kyrene, Tempe 
Elementary and Tempe 
Union to provide an ar-
ticulated K-12 education 
for all students. Also, the 
three districts all con-
sider efficiencies and 
partnerships for business 
and support services on a 
regular basis. 

With performance like 
this, my question still 
continues to be, “What 
problem are we trying to 
fix with redistricting?”

Dr. David Schauer is 
superintendent of the 
Kyrene School District. 
He can be reached by e-
mail at dschau@kyrene.
org.

tion of superintendents will work with 
attendees to identify the characteristics 
that the board will be considering in the 
selection of the new superintendent. 

Participants are encouraged to com-
plete a Leadership Profile Assessment 
form that may be found on the Tempe 
Union High School District Web site, 
wwww.tuhsd.k12.az.us. Click on “Su-
perintendent Search Process” to find 
the form. Instructions for returning the 
forms are included.

Scout derby
Cub Scout Pack 278, serving Colina, 

Horizon and other Ahwatukee Foothills 
elementary schools, is inviting boys in 
grades K-5 to come to a spring recruit-
ment day and participate in the Annual 
Pinewood Derby car races from noon to 
4:00 p.m. March 24. The event will be 
at the former Senior Center, 5051 E. El-
liot Road, in the Ahwatukee Plaza.

Attendees will be able to participate 
in the excitement of assembling and 
racing their own model wooden cars. In 
addition there will be a break-out ses-
sion that will include an opportunity to 
meet with leaders and learn about Den 
and Pack activities.

Applications for new scouts and lead-
ers will be available. For information, 
contact Chris Sikora at (602) 330-2596.

Youth service day
The 19th Annual National and Global 

Youth Service Day is from April 20 to 
22 this year, and youth across America 
and the world will join together to lead 
simultaneous community service proj-
ects. Millions of young people across 
the world will address unmet commu-
nity needs through service and service-
learning projects addressing school vio-
lence, climate change, disaster relief, 
literacy, poverty and urban decay.

For more information about National 
and Global Youth Service Day and how 
to get involved, visit www.YSA.org/
nysd. 

Notes
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4 br/3 full baths on preferred premium hillside lot.
Upgrades include:  custom window coverings, securi-
ty & R/O systems tiled traffic areas, outdoor accent
lighting and Pebble Tec play pool w/water feature.
Spacious kitchen w/maple cabinets & walk-in pantry.
Exceptional curb appeal in desirable Kyrene School
District. $500,000

We’re opening the finest doors in the Valley for you!

Single-level townhome with 2-car garage in a great
Chandler neighborhood. Fresh interior paint,
upgraded carpet, large great room with vaulted ceil-
ings and Arcadia doors leading out to the patio, plus
2 community pools. Hurry, homes in this develop-
ment sell quickly! $215,000

Spectacular 5 bedroom plus bonus room, 3.5 bath,
4,133-square-foot home in gated Calabrea! Dramatic
columned courtyard entry, gourmet kitchen with
Sub-Zero, slab granite, plus fabulous outdoor living
with saltwater pool, spa, 2 water features, flagstone
patio, fire pit and barbecue. $1,350,000

Investment property! Popular great room floor plan
with accent painting, newer carpeting, appliances
included and great location near shopping and free-
way access! Private backyard w/mature landscaping
on preferred N/S lot. $280,000

Wow! Benefiting from $25K in upgrades, this 4 bed-
room, 3 bath, 2,543-square-foot home is full surprises,
including classic oak cabinets, huge master with seam-
less glass shower, sunken living room, soaring ceilings
and access to top-rated Kyrene schools! $315,000

Queen Creek value! Incredible Circle G custom with
5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 4,502 square feet and bril-
liant luxury upgrades like: 18-inch tile, stainless
appliances,  Corian, niches, built-in wine rack, maple
cabinets, master jetted bath, central vac, extended
garage, flagstone patio, casita and much, much more!
$899,900

WE DELIVER...
• PERSONAL SERVICE • PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE • AGGRESSIVE LOCAL AND 

NATIONAL MARKETING • SEASONED SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATORS

Our experience and knowledge can help you choose correctly, wisely and
economically. It is our dedication to serving you that distinguishes us as
area specialists.

SUSAN LEWIS
ABR, CNE, GRI
602-672-3650

KATHY FORGER
GRI

480-460-6181

WANDA BOOTH
GRI

480-460-6132

Call Wanda Booth at 480-460-6132

Call Kathy Forger at 480-460-6181

Call Susan Lewis at 602-672-3650

SALE PENDING
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