
U.S. Constitution Learning Goals and Scales 

 

 Learning Goal 9: Students will be able to explain the principles on which the U.S. Constitution 

was founded. 

- federalism (i.e., enumerated, reserved, and concurrent powers) 

- popular sovereignty  

- separation of  powers 

- individual rights 

- checks and balances 

- limited government 

-  flexibility (i.e., Elastic Clause, amendment process, living constitution) 

- republicanism 

- Supreme Law of the Land 

 

Scale: 

4 3 2 1 

In addition to a 3 

student was able to 

explain and analyze 

the principles on 

which the U.S. 

Constitution was 

founded. 

 

Student was able to 

explain the 

principles on which 

the U.S. 

Constitution was 

founded. 

 

 

Student was able to 

identify the 

principles on which 

the U.S. 

Constitution was 

founded. 

 

 

Students was able 

to partially identify 

the principles on 

which the U.S. 

Constitution was 

founded. 

 

 

 

  

 

Learning Goal 10: Students will be able to explain the powers of the three branches of the 

federal government.  

- Legislative Branch: Congress (makes laws) 

- Executive Branch: President (enforces laws) 

- Judicial Branch: Supreme Court (interprets laws, Marbury v. Madison) 

- Electoral Process (popular vote and electoral college) 

 

Scale: 

4 3 2 1 

In addition to a 3 

student was able to 

explain the powers 

of the three 

branches of the 

federal government.  

Student was able to 

explain the powers 

of the three 

branches of the 

federal 

government.  

Student was able to 

identify the powers 

of the three 

branches of the 

federal 

government.  

Student was able to 

partially identify the 

powers of the three 

branches of the 

federal 

government.  

 



 

Learning Goal 11: Students will be able to explain rights protected by the Bill of Rights.  

- Miranda v. Arizona - 5th Amendment 

- Gideon v. Wainwright - 6th Amendment  

- Adult vs. Juvenile justice  

  

Scale: 

4 3 2 1 

In addition to a 3 

student was able to 

explain and analyze 

rights protected by 

the Bill of Rights. 

Student was able to 

explain rights 

protected by the Bill 

of Rights. 

Student was able to 

identify  rights 

protected by the Bill 

of Rights. 

Student was able to 

partially identify the  

rights protected by 

the Bill of Rights. 

 

  

 

Learning Goal 12: Students will be able to explain and compare federal, state, and local 

government. 

- county, city/ town, tribal 

- Direct Democracy (initiative, referendum, recall process) 

- law making process 

 

Scale: 

4 3 2 1 

In addition to a 3 

student was able to 

analyze federal, 

state, and local 

government.  

Student was able to 

explain and 

compare federal, 

state, and local 

government.  

Student was able to 

identify and 

compare federal, 

state, and local 

government.    

Student was able to 

partially identify and 

compare federal, 

state, and local 

government.  

 

   

 


