
Kyrene Gifted Programs

We believe that a gifted  

student’s potential requires 

differentiated instruction and we have  

developed strategies to provide 

instruction integrated throughout  

the school day.

Which schools provide gifted services?
All Kyrene schools offer gifted services to address the natural abilities 
of students who require differentiated instructional programming 
throughout the school day. Services provide interaction with other 
gifted learners; accelerated pacing in core classes; and are designed to 
enhance critical thinking, creativity and problem solving.

Key features of gifted services include:

•  Continuum of services across K-8 aligned, with National Association of 
Gifted Children (NAGC) standards

•  Gifted Certified Teacher at every elementary school, consults and 
plans regularly with classroom teachers

•  Gifted Certified Mentor teacher at every middle school advises and 
consults with team teachers regularly

•  Digital learning to support differentiation

•  High expectations for all gifted learners as evidenced in relevant  
and challenging activities

•  Ongoing use of multiple alternative approaches to accelerated learning

•  Before and after school enrichment activities such as: Chess Clubs, 
Robotics, Odyssey of the Mind, and more. 

Eligibility and testing
Gifted students are defined as those who score at or above the 
97th percentile on any test for gifted identification approved by the 
Arizona State Board of Education. Children may qualify in one or more 
of three areas—verbal reasoning, quantitative (math) reasoning, and 
nonverbal reasoning.

Kyrene makes group testing available for students throughout the 
year. Students may only test once during each calendar year.  
Referrals for gifted testing, for children from kindergarten through 
  eighth grade, come from teachers, parents, and students.

       If you are interested in having your child tested, please read 
            the information on www.kyrene.org/gifted

             For more information
             The gifted teacher at your child’s school is able to answer 
                questions regarding gifted services. You may also contact
                the District’s Gifted Teacher Specialists at 541-1150.

 •    www.kyrene.org/gifted    •    For more information call 480-541-1150

Kyrene offers a variety of  
gifted services at all schools 



Grades K-1

Services are provided throughout the day at child’s home school through a 
cluster model with student support from your school’s gifted certified teacher. 
This model clusters or groups gifted learners together in a mixed ability class-
room. Research shows positive outcomes for this method.

The goal is to provide the appropriate level of pacing, greater depth of un-
derstanding and differentiation in all core subjects rather than in an isolated 
period. Cluster teachers have ongoing training and meet regularly with the 
gifted certified teacher at their school.

Grades 2-3

There are two options in these grades: cluster model with student support from 
school’s gifted teacher and the self-contained model at Mirada or Monte Vista.

Cluster Model: Services are provided throughout the day at your child’s home 
school through a cluster model along with classroom and student support 
from the school’s gifted certified teacher. This model clusters or groups gifted 
learners together in a mixed ability classroom. Research shows positive out-
comes for this method. The goal is to provide the appropriate level of pacing, 
greater depth of understanding and differentiation in all core subjects rather 
than in an isolated period. The cluster teachers have ongoing training and 
meet regularly with the gifted certified teacher at their school.

Self-contained Model: Parents may elect for their child to attend a self-
contained classroom at Mirada or Monte Vista (if eligible). This program allows 
for other gifted learners to receive instruction in all content and special areas 
with other gifted learners. Instruction is delivered by a gifted certified teacher.

Grades 4-5

There are several options in these grades: cluster model with student sup-
port from school’s gifted teacher; enrichment model; academic  
replacement model; and self-contained model (Mirada and  
Monte Vista).

Cluster Model: Services are provided throughout the day at your child’s home 
school through a cluster model along with classroom and student support 
from the school’s gifted certified teacher.

This model clusters or groups gifted learners together in a mixed ability 
classroom. Research shows positive outcomes for this method. The goal is to 
provide the appropriate level of pacing, greater depth of understanding and 
differentiation in all core subjects rather than in an isolated period. The cluster 
teachers have ongoing training and meet regularly with the gifted certified 
teacher at their school.

Enrichment Model: Services are provided to gifted learners one period per 
day, four days a week. The focus of instruction is on Science, Technology,  
Engineering and Math (STEM) through project-based real world application.

Academic Replacement Model: Students receive differentiated accelerated 
instruction for Math directly from the gifted certified teacher through a pull-
out model. This means gifted learners will attend a different class, five days a 
week, for math instruction while their classmates receive math instruction from 
their classroom teacher.

For English /Language Arts (ELA) Gifted Teachers will provide direct services to 
gifted learners in ELA by going into the classroom and working with students, 
as well as providing instruction through an Instructional Focus Group (IFG) up 
to four days a week.

In addition to the direct service in the classroom or through an IFG group, a 
cluster or grouping of gifted learners remains in a mixed ability classroom, 
and are provided with an appropriate level of pacing, greater depth of 
understanding and differentiation across all English/Reading and Language 
Arts rather than in an isolated period. 

Classroom teachers with gifted clusters meet regularly with the gifted certi-
fied teacher at their school to review the needs of gifted students and to 
plan accordingly.  

Self-contained Model: Parents may elect for their child to be placed in a 
self-contained classroom if eligible at Mirada or Monte Vista. This program 
allows for other gifted learners to receive instruction in all content and 
special areas with other gifted learners. Instruction is delivered by a gifted 
certified teacher.

Grades 6-8

There are several options in these grades: Math and Advanced Language 
Arts classes; cluster model (Aprende); and self-contained model (Altadeña). 
Every middle school has a certified gifted teacher who is a mentor to the 
middle school teachers that support differentiated learning.

Math and Advanced Language Arts Classes: Instruction is provided to gifted 
learners by a teacher certified in math and language arts, commensurate 
with their ability and preparedness.

High school level classes are available to students who qualify. Transporta-
tion is provided by the Kyrene School District to the local high school at no 
cost to parents. 

Cluster Model: Services are provided throughout core content classes at 
Aprende Middle School through a cluster model by a certified teacher with 
a gifted endorsement.

This model clusters or groups gifted learners together in a mixed ability 
classroom. Research shows positive outcomes for this method. The goal is 
to provide the appropriate level of pacing, greater depth of understanding 
and differentiation in all core subjects, rather than in an isolated period. The 
cluster teachers have ongoing training and meet regularly with the gifted 
certified teacher at their school. 

Self-contained Model: Parents may elect for their child to be placed in a self-
contained classroom at Altadeña Middle School (if eligible).

This program allows for other gifted learners to receive instruction in all 
content and special areas with other gifted learners. Instruction is delivered 
by a gifted certified teacher.

Choices for gifted students by grade level:


