
Busy “BEE” Bulletin  

Week of August 3, 2015 

OMG!!  Can you believe that we have already completed our first week in 1st grade???  Yikes, only 175 

more days to go.  We had a VERY busy week getting back into the routine of school and learning how to be 

a fabulous 1st grader.  We have been developing new friendships as well as rekindling old ones.  A lot of our 

week was spent going over first grade rules and classroom expectations.  The children are adapting 

quickly and I have been extremely proud of them.  We are still working on following directions the first 

time and NOT TALKING when I am the “speaker” but I’m sure by next week, we will be on our way to 

mastery… 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone for all of the donations to our classroom.  We are definitely set for the 

next several weeks of school.  I even had to make additional room in a few of my cabinets for the amount of 

supplies that were brought in.  Also, Preston’s family was able to donate a class set of earbuds.  We are now 

set up to use the laptops QUIETLY!    

If you haven’t noticed already, our classroom theme is all about bugs.  Each student has a “bee” with their 

name on it.  In room 9, we have a behavior chart and children are expected to show respect, responsibility, 

and cooperation ALL OF THE TIME.  We talked a lot about what this means and role played various 

classroom situations.  After 1-2 reminders about an inappropriate behavior, the child will be asked to move 

their bee out of the hive. If a child has his/her bee “exterminated” on or before Friday, he/she will not be able 

to participate in our team’s Light bulb Lab.  If an extreme or aggressive behavior occurs, the child will be 

sent up to the office immediately and a referral form will be filled out as well as a call to home.  In addition 

to behaviors, any student who does not complete their school work by Friday afternoon will not be able to 

participate in Lightbulb Lab.   

This week, I showed the kids a few center jobs that they will be responsible for completing during our 

Independent Center Time.  You may have noticed a couple of papers in their bee folder on Friday.  We 

practiced Fix it, Sticker Story, Listening Center, and Unscramble the Words.  In fact, we are in need of 

some stickers.  If you are able to donate any small stickers to our class, it would be greatly appreciated!  

We also worked in our Squiggle Books however, these books will remain in the classroom until the end of 

the year.  Your child should be able to tell you more about each center job. 

In math this week, we have been reviewing some kindergarten skills and practicing how to use our math 

manipulatives.  We solved a few number stories and discussed some new vocabulary words.  Our words 

were: addend, sum, number sentence, and turn-around fact.  We took a number writing assessment and 

used our white boards for some Quick Images.  On Friday we played our first Investigations game called 

collect 20.  The object of the game was to work with a partner to collect 20 cubes while using a 20 frame 

chart.  The goal was to be able to recognize the patterns within the 20 frame chart and know what number 

you had collected quickly instead of having to count each cube individually.    



During computer lab, the children set up their new passwords and loaded a printer onto their 

machine…ALL BY THEMSELVES!!  I was so proud of them and very impressed.  Next week in lab, I will 

have a small assignment for them to complete and print out.  Afterwards, they will be allowed to have some 

“free choice” time in the lab.  Free Choice will consist of Pixie, their former kindergarten websites, and the 

first grade links on our classroom webpage. 

During the next couple of weeks, we will be administering several different assessments.  These will be both 

school/district and teacher based.  These tests will help to determine where each child is entering first grade 

and guide instruction for the school year.  Once some of these tests are completed, I will then be grouping 

children into small groups for more direct instruction.   

Don’t forget that Curriculum Night for the first grade classes is on Wednesday, August 12th from 6:00-

6:30.  I hope to see you all there!  You can also visit my website to see a list of other upcoming Important 

Dates.  You can access my website at www.kyrene.org/tjohns . 

**REMINDERS** 

 If there is ever a change in your child’s dismissal procedure, please email me, send a note, or contact 

the office.   

 P.E. is always on Thursdays.  Make sure that your child is dressed appropriately and has tennis 

shoes on. 

 Black Bee Folders are sent home on Fridays and need to be returned to school on Mondays. 

 

I am really excited about this year and I know that we are going to have a fabulous time.  By the end of 1st 

grade, the children will all be Jedi Masters!!   

If you ever need to contact me, I can be reached at 480-541-3109 OR by email at tjohns@kyrene.org  

 

“Difficult to see. Always in motion is the future...” – 

Master Yoda 
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